


DAILY 


® . 


REPORT 


Western Europe 


4 











Vol VII No 069 9 April 1984 


BENELUX 
NETH.\RLANDS 
Foreign Minister on Greater European Role in NATO F l 


[NRC HANDELSBLAD 2 Apr] 
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


SED Politburo Member Mittag Continues Visit 
Views Intra-German Trade 
Statement on Kohl-Mittag Talks 
Mittag Ends Visit 
Kohl Portugal Talks on EC, Military Aid Reported 
[Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 30 Mar] 
Woerner Concerned Over U.S. Space Weapons Ideas 
Strauss Ccmments on European Defense Issues 
USSR Urged To Accept Chemical Arms Proposal 
Press oi Reagan Proposal 
© GDR Accepts Trading Fishing Rights for Settlement 
Government Uncertain About Returnees to GDR 
[FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE 6 Apr] 
‘Spy’ at Constitution Protection Office Arrested 


Cy Cy Cy Cy Cy 
Wn ee 


Cy Cy Cy Cy Cy Cy 


=) 
Oo 


FRANCE 


Mitterrand Holds Press Conference 4 Apr K 1 

Managua Paper Publishes Cheysson Letter on Mines K 17 
{[BARRICADA 5 Apr] 

Wu Xueqian Comments on Upcoming Zhao Ziyang Visit K 18 


ITALY & THE VATICAN 


Opposition Set To Defeat Government Coalition L 
Filibuster Begins 


~~ 


SPAIN 


Moran Returns From Middle East Tour, Comments 
Envoy Protests TV Program to French Government 
Honduran Foreign Secretary Pays Official Visit 
Received by Gonzalez 
Meets With Moran 
Mexican UN Envoy Promotes North-South Dialogue 
Gonzalez Discusses Economic Policy, Problems [LA VANGUARDIA 30 Mar] 
9 Military Personnel Reform Bill Goes to Committee 


Z2ZA2AZ2ZAAA-AN|SN” 
SWwnnrHe ee 










VII. 9 Apr 84 2 


NORDIC AFFAIRS 
FINLAND 


SKP Chairman Expects Continued Majority Support 
[HUFVUDSTADSBLADET 3 Apr] 


SWEDEN 


Armed Forces Chief Says Sub Search ‘Failure’ 
[SVENSKA DAGBLADET 5 Apr] 


UNITED KINGDOM 


Visiting Bahraini Amir Discusses Gulf War 
[Manama GULF DAILY NEWS 9 Apr] 
Howe Interviewed on Relations With Bahrain 
{Manama GULF DAILY NEWS 9 Apr] 
Pakdemirli Meets With Turkish Officials in London 


CYPRUS 


Kiprianou Reiterates Call for Pressure on Turks 
Kiprianou: Reasonable Time for Turks 'Expired' 


Iakovou Returns From Cairo, Bucharest Visits 
Spokesman Comments on Iakovou-Holger Meeting 
Papers Report House Debate on MNF Facilities 
O AGON Correction [7 Apr] 

Gandhi Sends Message of Support to Kiprianou 
Trade Delegation Leaves for Czechoslovakia 
Veniamin Comments on Recent Developments 
Papaioannou Reaffirms Support for UN Efforts 


TURKEY 


NATO Secretary General Concludes Contacts, Departs 
Meets Evren, Defense Officials 
Comments on U.S. Senate Decision 
Departs Ankara for Istanbul 
Makes Statement, Departs Country 

Yavuzturk Confers With Italian Counterpart in Ankara 
Spadolini Departs 

Akiman: Visa Decision ‘Sign of Good Will' 

Jordanian Crown Prince Arrives on Private Visit 


Soviet Envoy to Ankara Presents Aide-Memoire [0 FILELEVTHEROS 7 Apr] 


Denktas Comments on Kiprianou Remarks on Piessure [Bayrak Radio] 
Ertekun Raps Greek-Greek Cypriot Embargo [Bayrak Radio] 


WESTERN EUROPE 


DBRADADAA ADA AAD A DZ 


AAA AAA HAA 


HSuwwnnl & & WH ND DH HH 


WWWNHD HY Yee 








VII. 9 Apr 84 BENELUX Fl 


NETHERLANDS 





FOREIGN MINISTER ON GREATER EUROPEAN ROLE IN NATO 





PM061538 Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD in Dutch 2 Apr 84 p 1 


{Own correspondent report: "Van den Broek Calls For Greater European Role in Security 
Policy") 


[Text] The Hague, 2 Apr -- Netherlands Foreign Minister van den Broek takes the view 

that Europe must play a greater role in security policy, but must do so "as a partner 

of the United States and while preserving NATO." Van den Broek said this today 

today at a press conference on European security policy organized by the Jason Foundation. 


Van den Broek spoke out against the "building of an alternative security structure" 
in place of NATO, such as a European nuclear force, which he considers to be “neither 
desirable nor possible." He also warned against the formation of blocs within NATO, 
“through which a group of European allies would reach a joint decision on defense 
policy and would then force this on the remaining allies as a fait accompli." 


Van den Broek wants to use the potential of existing NATO forums as much as possible 
to investigate how a “European security movement” can be shaped. In this connection, 
he mentioned the Eurogroup, in which the European NATO nations, with the exception 

of France, work together, and the IEPG (Independent European frogram Group), in 
which the same countries and France work together on defense materiel. 


Van den Broek questioned the French initiative to use the Western European Union (WEU) 
for consultations on European security policy. There are seven NATO nations which are 
members of the WEU: France, West Germany, Italy, the United Kingdom, and the Benelux 
countries. "Particular attention must be paid to the European NATO nations which are 
not. members of the WEU," Van den Broek said. In his view, nothing should be done 

to damage European political cooperation within the framework of the Europrean Community. 


The minister spoke out against the proposal from former U.S. Secretary of State 
Kissinger to make a European the commander in chief of the alliance and an American 
its secretary general, the reverse of the existing situation. Speculations that the 
United States will devote more of its attention to the Far East do not, according to 

Ven den Broek, do justice to the "immense strategic and economic importance that Europe 
still has for the United States." 
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SED POLITBURO MEMBER MITTAG CONTINUES VISIT © 





Views Intra-German Trade 
DWO61009 Mainz ZDF Television Network in German 1945 GMT 6 Apr 84 


{Interview with SED Politburo member Guenter Mittag by unidentified correspondent at the 
Hannover fair on 5 April -- recorded] 


{Text ] [Question] Dr Mittag, this is the third time that you have visited Hannover. 
What is your initial general impression? 


[Mittag] I have a good impression. What is displayed here, especially by the Krupp 
Corporation, shows the developments in new technologies. I believe the new technolo- 
gies in the field of environmental protection shown here are a good development, and we 
thoroughly familiarized ourselves with them. 


[Question] Intra-German trade in 1983 showed a gratifying upward surge to more than 15 
billion. Do you think this can be increased? 


[Mittag] The existence of this trade worth 15.2 billion with growth rates of 8 percent 
on both sides is a great feat in itself, especially at this time. I believe that if 
more opportunities are created regarding liberalization and medium-size enterprises, 
further opportunities for trade will materialize. I assume that this will happen, but 
we will see what happens in the next few months after the fair. 


[Question] The CEMA countries have also experienced a gratifying economic upsurge, and 
the GDR has greatly reduced its net debts. Do you think the time has come to talk about © 
credits again if the opportunity arises? 


(Mittag] Well, is not my task to talk about credits here or anywhere else. It goes 
without saying that financing is required for international trade. I know of no large 
country that pursues its business activities on a basis other than credits, that is to 
say, without outside financing. In our case, responsibility in this area rests with the 
pertinent foreign trade organs or the combines and enterprises. Thus, I do not think it 
worthwhile to talk about this matter now. 


It is decisively important for us to follow the course against confrontation and for 
free world trade and thus also for economic relations to our mutual advantage. 


Statement on Kohl-Mittag Talks 
LD061149 Hamburg DPA in German 1107 GMT 6 Apr 84 


[Excerpt] Bonn, 6 Apr (DPA) -- Federal Chancellor Helmut Kohl and SED Politburo member 
Guenter Mittag have stressed the willingness for further cooperation between the FRG and 
the GDR. After the two politicians met in Bonn today, government spokesman Peter 
Boenisch read a joint statement by the two sides, which says that there was agreement 
that both states make an important contribution to preserving peace when they make use 
of their opportunities for dialogue and cooperation. 


Both sides supported open world trade, economic relations for mutual benefit, and dia- 
logue between East and West and opposed a policy of confrontation. 
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It was agreed to take stock in the field of environmental protection, after which they 
would check to see what immediate measures could be taken jointly. The statement des- 
cribes developments in intra-German trade as gratifying. Trade was an important element 
in mutual relations and was capable of being expanded, especially for medium-size 
companies. 


In reply to questions, Boenisch confirmed that the visit to the FRG by GDR Council of 
State Chairman Erich Honecker had also been discussed. The government expected the visit 
to take place in the fall, but details have not yet been discussed. In addition to Kohl, 
Federal Economics Minister Count Otto Lambsdorff and Minister of State in the 
Chancellor's Office Philipp Jenninger took part in the talks for the Federal Government. 
For the GDR there were, as well as Mittag, the head of the permanent mission in Bonn, 
Ewald Moldt, and member of the GDR Council of Ministers State Secretary Weil. After- 
ward, Mittag and Jenninger had talks. 


Boenisch indirectly confirmed that the 35 GDR citizens who sought refuge in the Prague 
Embassy of the Federal Republic 5 weeks ago would be allowed to leave for the Federal 
Republic after returning to the GDR. It was learned in Bonn that this also applies to 
the three GDR citizens who were in the Federal Republic's permanent mission in East 
Berlin. Boenisch stressed, however, that in future it would not be possible to leave 
the GDR by seeking refuge in Western embassies in the Eastern bloc. 


Asked whether Kohl had also broached the matter of a reduction in the age of GDR citi- 

zens allowed to travel to the West and of a reduction in the compulsory exchange amount, 

in his talks with Mittag, Boenisch said that the chancellor had stated the Federal 

Government's basic position this connection. He declined tw give details. The question 

of the Elbe border between the Federal Republic and the GDR was not discussed and neither 

was any wish by the GDR for further credit. Boenisch pointed out the fact that Mittag 
had said previously that he did not want to negotiate about credits. 


Mittag Ends Visit 
LD061537 Hamburg DPA in German 1428 GMT 6 Apr 84 


[Excerpts] Bonn, 6 Apr (DPA) — The Federal Republic and the GDR are in favor of East- 
West dialogue and against a policy of confrontation. These were the words used by 
government spokesman Peter Boenisch in Bonn today in discussing the talk between Federal 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl and SED Politburo member Guenter Mittag. 


Mittag, who also met with CSU Chairman Franz Josef Strauss, Federal Economics Minister 
Count Otto Lambsdorff, and Minister of State in the Chancellor's Office Philipp 
Jenninger, flew back to East Berlin this afternoon. This morning, Jenninger accompanied 
Mittag to the chancellor's office and, in a private talk, took up where they had left 
off in a meeting in the GDR a year ago. Lambsdorff hosted a luncheon for Mittag. 


In a ZDF television interview, Mittag described his talk with the chancellor as a "good 
talk" in which mutual points of view were expressed. In addition to questions of en- 
vironmental protection and trade relations arising fromthe Hannover fair, they also dis- 
cussed the international situation: "Above all, what must be done to safeguard peace." 
Mittag said he assumed that GDR Council of State Chairman Erich Honecker would visit the 
Federal Republic in the fall. The exact date is still to be set. 
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KOHL PORTUGAL TALKS ON EC, MILITARY AID REPORTED 





PM061305 Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS in Portuguese 30 Mar 84 p 3 
{[Unattributed report: “Entry Timetable Must Be Carried Out") 


[Excerpt] Before returning to Bonn, FRC Chancellor Helmut Kohl yesterday reaffirmed 
the FRG Government's wish that the negotiations for Portugal's entry into the FEC be 
completed by the end of September, so that our country's entry into the Community will 
take place on 1 January 1986. 


“Europe needs Portugal and Portugal needs Europe," Kohl said during a press conference, 
at which he Was accompanied by Portuguese Prime Minister Mario Soares and Deputy Prime 
Minister Mota Pinto. Taking stock of his visit to Portugal, the FRC chancellor des- 
cribed it as “rich in content," and stressed that it occured at a crucial moment, 
following the Brussels summit. 


Kohl, who stated that he does not believe in Britain's withdrawal from the EEC, also 
denied ever saying that the FRG would withhold its contribution to the Community if the 
timetable for Portugal's entry is not carried out. 


"Threatening retaliation is not politics," he said, pointing out that the Germans have 
learned a great deal “from the lessons of history," and that they are "partners who can 
be trusted." 


The chancellor stressed that in the course of the talks the two governments agreed on 
the need to increase German investment in Portugal, investment which, he said, "will 
improve substantially" following our country's entry into the Common Market. 


The chancellor stated that "all bilateral issues” were reviewed in an atmosphere of 
"friendship and cooperation" in the contacts held with the Portuguese Government, and 
that issues such as East-West relations within the NATO framework, southern Africa, and 
Latin America were discussed, withan identity of viewpoints emerging. In this connec- 
tion, Kohl emphasized the FRG's interest in the Portuguese "experience" as regards 
southern Africa. 


Military Assistance To Be Discussed Soon 


With regard to the FRG's assistance for the Armed Forces’ modernization, the matter was 
referred for more specific discussion at the level of the two countries’ defense 
ministers, who will meet next week, despite being discussed at the meeting in Lisbon. 


However, Kohl stated that, taking into account the measures imposed by the Bonn 
government in the field of domestic economic restrictions, his country is encountering 
financing difficulties. 


For his part, Mario Soares stressed that this visit gave the Portuguese “confidence” 
as regards Portugal's entry into the EEC, also stating that it was “extremely useful" 
and “effective.” 


It should be emphasized that in the contacts between the two government delegations, 
the Portuguese side requested that the FRC's financial assistance not be reduced and 
that the philosophy which has guided that assistance not be changed. 


The West Germans showed themselves interested in taking part (with technology) in 
setting up a digital telecommunications system, thus following the plans already put 
forwerd by France and the United States. 
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™ the sphere of cooperation, the possibility of setting up “tripartite” enterprises 
for investments in Africa, including the Portuguese-speaking African countries, was 
discussed. These enterprises would be financed by the FRG and use Portuguese 
technology. 


WOERNER CONCERNED OVER U.S. SPACE WEAPONS IDEAS 





LD070942 Hamburg DPA in German 0301 GMT 7 Apr 84 


[Text] Hannover, 7 Apr (DPA) -- Federal Defense Minister Manfred Woerner has expressed 
concern over U.S. ideas for a new, space-based antimissile system against Soviet nu- 
clear missiles, which is intended to exclude a threat to U.S. territory from space. 
After returning from the NATO meeting of the Nuclear Planning Group, Woerner said in 
an interview in today's edition of HANNOVERSCHER ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG: This will be the 
topic for the next few years." 


He believes that destabilization of the East-West balance, a detaching of Western 
Europe from the United States, and even a split in the Western alliance are to be 
feared. 


Woerner continued: "Deterrence from a nuclear war exists militarily at present on the 
basis of the guaranteed second-strike capacity. Each side can survive a surprise first 
strike. But neither side is in the position to incapacitate the other with a first 
strike. It is precisely because of this “brutal mentality" that a relatively stable 
situation exists. The use of nuclear weapons is thus as good as excluded, Woerner 
said. ® 


An edited version of the interview was made available. 


STRAUSS COMMENTS ON EUROPEAN DEFENSE ISSUES 








LD071420 Hamburg DPA in German 1200 GMT 7 Apr 84 


[Text] Munich, 7 Apr (DPA) — According to CSU Chairman Franz Josef Strauss, the 
European Community needs a common foreign and security policy. At the CSU defense 
policy congress in Munich today, Strauss stressed that a united states of Europe must 
also lead to the setting up of a European armed defense force, that coula be stronger 
than the sum of its separate arnies. 


At present, he said, the EEC is not capable of a common defense policy. European unity 
must be driven forward, however. Strauss said that Europe's right to self-determina- 
tion must not be guaranteed by Washington alone. To be always looking to Washington is 
not compatible in the long run with the attitude of 300 million Europeans. Strauss 
stressed that this did not mean any turning away from the United States. Only as a 
political unity could the Europeans be a strong pillar of the common defense pact. 
Strauss warned against suspicious accusations that would create a mood in the United 
States "that must work against our interests." The Federal Republic must also be pre- 
pared to protect its important interests by closing gaps that could arise through the 
withdrawal of NATO forces. Strauss said that there are still no adequate agreements on 
the use of French nuclear weapons between the Federal Republic and France. 


In his 2 and 1/2 hour speech to more than 1,300 participants in the defense policy 
working circle of the CSU, Strauss described the NATO counterarming decision as a 
psychological, propagandistic, and political defeat for the Soviet Union. In the 
Federal Republic, the "shouting about war and panic propaganda" against deployment of 
U.S. medium-range missiles had "ceased astonishingly quickly. 
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The main reason for this, Strauss said, is that after the Bundestag decision in favor of © 
deployment, Moscow ceased to support the hardline, communist-influenced minority of 
the peace movement in the Federal Republic. 


The delegates meeting of the working circle elected Bundestag Deputy Fritz Wittmann as 
its new chairman on Friday evening with 114 out of 143 votes. 


USSR URGED TO ACCEPT CHEMICAL ARMS PROPOSAL 





LDO71559 Hamburg DPA in German 1416 GMT 7 Apr 84 


[Text] Bonn, 7 Apr (DPA) -- The disarmament policy spokesman of the CDU/CSU Bundestag 
parliamentary party, Juergen Todenhofer, today called upon the Soviet leaders to take 
up President Reagan's suggestion for a world-wide and verifiable destruction of all 
chemical weapons. He told DPA that it was a slap in the face for all the people who 
supported a world-wide abolition of all chemical weapons for the Soviet Union to 
refuse to allow the elimination to be reliably verified. The Soviet Union had a more 
than 10 to 1 superiority over the West in the field of chemical weapons. 


This rejection of inspection encourages the suspicion that the Soviet Union wants to 
retain secret reserves of chemical weapons. In the event of war, the West could not 
defend itself against a chemical attack by the East with a treaty in its hand in which 

the Soviet Union had solemly but, unfortunately, not verifiably renounced chemical 
weapons. The world did not need a chemical deterrent in addition to the nuclear deterrent. 
The chemical weapon balance world wide must be one of zero to zero, Todenhofer said. 





Press on Reagan Proposal 
DWO061203 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network in German 0505 GMT 6 Apr 84 
[From the press review] 


[Text] Two papers comment on U.S. President Reagan's proposal for an international ban 
on chemical weapons. 


FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU states: The number of tricks used with an honest face to torpedo 
the other side's arms limitation and arms control proposals is amazing. We must 

admit that the Reagan administration is a special master in rejecting arms control 
proposals. Recently, the hawks in Washington have refused to negotiate on space 
weapons at all. However, they want to negotiate a ban on chemical weapons, but first 
they must increase the production of poison gas to motivate the other side to negotiate 
seriously. So, there has to beincreased armament first so as to disarm later. 


DIE WELT writes: The move to bring about a ban on chemical weapons, just announced by 
President Reagan, was long overdue. The Americans are striving for a comprehensive 

ban on all chemical weapons, including a ban on their production and not just their use. 
The problem touches the crux of the disarmament dilemma -- the lack of confidence. 

The arms race is not an abstract phenomenon and gains impetus from disloyalty or 

deceit in the gray areas. It is all the more important for Reagan to stress the 
priority of verification also with regard to the future draft treaty on banning -- 
that is, the world-wide destruction -- of chemical weapons. 
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_ ACCEPTS TRADING FISHING RICHTS FOR SETTLEMENT 
LD090840 Hamburg DPA in German 0733 GMT 9 Apr 84 


[Text] Hamburg, 9 Apr (DPA) — The GDR is prepared to grant Baltic fishermen fishing 
rights off the Mechlenburg coast provided the Federal Government agrees that the 
river Elbe border runs halfway across the river. In an interview with Norddeutscher 
Rundfunk (NDR) this morning, Schleswig Holstein's SPD Chairman Guenter Jansen said this 
willingness was expressed by SED party leader Erich Honecker during a visit by SPD 
group chairman Hans-Jochen Vogel and Egon Bahr a few weeks ago. Jansen described 
Honecker's stance as follows: "Once this unhappy border question has been settled, then 
he (Honecker) secs no problems at all why Baltic fishermen should not be allowed to 
fish inside GDR waters off the Mechlenburg coast.” 


Asked whether he was in favor of abolition of the Central Registration Office in 
Salzgitter that registers acts of violence at the CDR border, Jansen said: “It should 
be plain that when two states get together they have to respect each other's indspen- 
dence and sovereignty. One state cannot interfere, as it were, in the political work 
of another state with methods involving the public prosecutor's office." 


GOVERNMENT UNCERTAIN ABOUT RETURNEES TO GDR 
DWO61159 Frankfurt FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE 6 Apr 84 p 1 


[Text] Bonn, 5 Apr -- The Federal Government has “no knowledge” of whether or how many 
Germans who recently arrived from the GDR to the FRC and want to return to the East 
are now being prevented from doing so by GDR authorities. The Ministry of Inner-German 
Relations and the Ministry of the Interior said on Thursday that they do not have any 
details. However, it can be “assumed that some want to return to the GDR," the 
ministries stated. The Bonn authorities are only responsible for the reception and 
integration of the people arriving in the FRG. “Anyone can come at any time; these are 
Germans with the same rights and duties," the ministries noted. 


"SPY' AT CONSTITUTION PROTECTION OFFICE ARRESTED 





LDO091053 Hamburg D7A in German 1031 GMT 3 Apr 84 


[Excerpts] Bonn, 9 Apr (DPA) -- The Federal Interior Ministry has confirmed the arrest 
of a spy at the Cologne-based Office for the Protection of the Constitution. DPA 
learned on Monday that it is not "a major spy case.” The person detained is a middle- 
ranking civil servant and had not been active in counterintelligence. 


It is thought that the 39-year-old man's motive had been "financial embarrassment." He 
was employed by the Office for the Protection of the Constitution for 5 years. It was 
also learned that the spy has hac no access “to special activities" of the Office for 
the Protection of the Constitution. His spying had been "amateurish." A arrest warrant 
has been issued. Attorney General Kurt Rebmann has been entrused with the investiga- 
tions. 
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MITTERRAND HOLDS PRESS CONFERENCE 4 APR 9 
LDO72150 Paris Doiestic Service in French 1300 GMT 4 Apr 84 


[Press conference by President Francois Mitterrand in Paris with unnamed journalists — 
live] 


[Text] [Mitterrand] Ladies and gentlemen, I am addressing you, particularly those of 
you who are suffering seriously from the crisis, and I say to you: The future of France 
must follow the road of industrial modernization and the [word indistinct] training of 
millions of women and men so that they can pursue new jobs either in the same trade or in 
a different one. 


Either France will match international competition -- and thereby ensure its independence 
and prosperity -- or it will be dragged down and vill go into decline. We are at present 
winning this battle in such areas as transportation, space, aeronautics, railways, metro 
systems, telecommunications, nuclear energy, agriculture and food science, and computer 
programming. In all these industries, we rank in the top three in the world. We were 
in the process of losing this position in 1981, in the timber, copper, machine-tool, 
textile, steel industries, and the computer industry itself. 


We have responded. We are climbing up the ladder again, but our position remains shaky, 
as in the case of the motor industry, shipyards, electronics, and steel. No matter which 
situation we examine, nothing, nothing will be lastingly achieved in any sphere if we 
cannot bring together two necessary conditions. The first is that we must produce goods 
equal to, or better than, others in quality, at prices at least equal to those of the 
others. And this forces us to build up a modern industrial infrastructure, without which 
we just will not be able to sell the goods we have produced. The second condition, mark 
my words, is that we must immediately train a qualified work force capable of turning the 
wheels of this modern industry. In this, ladies and gentlemen, I am determined. 





I mentioned steel, which is the focus today of a hugh national debate, which poses a dra- 
matic problem for those who make their living at it, in the regions where they live and 
in the country as a whole. I am aware of this just as I am aware of the rest, and I will 
keep nothing concealed. 


What, then, is the situation in this industry? I will describe it from three points of 
view -- industrial, financial and social. The industrial aspect: Our present production 
capacity is 26 million metric tonnes. The government plan reduced it slightly to a little 
over 25 million metric tonnes. It is the same size. Real production was 17.5 million 
metric tonnes, which will grow to 18.5 million this year and next year. Therefore, pro- 
duction will increase. Each plant taken separately ‘s coping, but: overall we cannot cope 
with this, for there are not enough outlets. Since you are there, you know, no doubt, 
that consumption is falling throughout the world and in France; that steel is no longer 
used for a whole series of manufactured goods -- 1 am thinking of cave -~- as much as be- 
fore, perhaps only 40 percent. You also know that many countries that earlier had no 
steel are today producing cheap steel. 


The financial aspect: From 1966 to i981, remember these figures, five plans were devoted 
to the steel industry, five. They involved, in the real value of the franc, more than 
60 billion. Between 1981 and 1983, 17 billion new francs were allocated. In 1983, the 
two large nationalized enterprises -- which succeeded the private enterprises, which 
received the previous billions, at a loss -- lost 10 billion. They will lose as much in 
1984. It is the state, the national community, the taxpayers who will make up the dif- 
ference, directly or indirectly. 
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In 1980 and 1982, the decision was renewed, the EEC prohibited all subsidies as from 1986, 
which means that even if France asks -- and it will ask — and wins -- I think it would 
win -- this measure will be postponed until 1987. Asof that d..ce, it will no longer he 
possible to compensate deficits and the steel industry will go under with no help avail- 
able. Were it not necessary, I consider that it was certainly a duty not to wait for 
this date and tc envisage a plan which may achieve in the next 4 years, counting this 
year, 1984, 85, 86, and 87. 





The social and regional aspect: 150,000 workers were employed in the industry in 1966 and 
1970; 110,000 or less in 1981. Today there are 90,000. Since this industry is concen- 
trated in certain areas, certain points which your know, this presupposes devastated re- 
gions. I will speak about this in a moment. Faced with this situation, what did the 
government provide, during a recent Council of Ministers meeting? 


What is this plan that has been debated so much, discussed so much, challenged so much, 
and the reasons are understandable? There will be initial industrial dispositions on the 
basis of new investments, for example, Sacilor, Sollac Dunkerque, the Safe Company near 
Pompey, Hayange, Valenciennes, Longwy, Neuves-Maisons. There will be modernization, 
which will ensure competitive production but which implies, because of this modernization 
iteself, a lossof jobs and plants: Those of Rombas in Lorraine and of Fos in the Bouches- 
du-Rhone thus find themselves hit right in the heart. 


There will be also financial provisions: In accordance with this plan, there will be 
an allocation of Fr27-30 billion for the steel industry 1984-97, in addition to what I 
have just mentioned, and there will be Frl5 billion of investment, of which Fr7 billion 
will go to Lorraine. 


© There will be social arrangements; the first of which is evident and important: Whereas 
there are 21,000, 25,000, 27,000 -- I do not know how many -- job losses, there will be 
no sackings. The workers will be offered two different ways out: The first will be to 
take early retirement, in accordans+ with the arrangements already provided for in the 
steel industry, and a retraining leave, about which the premier has aleady contacted 
parliament several times, and which means that aworker who is now redundant but not 
sacked, and therefore still on the job, will be able for 2 yea.s to obtain training in 
new technologies including, of course, technologies pertaining to the steel industry it- 
self, but also in any useful industrial field. You may say that 2 years is 4 long time, 
but these 2 years were dictated, not to provide for workers to go back to school for 2 
years regardless of their age, but to be assured that after 5, 6, or 7 months, according 
to ability and interest, according to the suitability of one form of technology or 
another, each man or woman having a retraining leave sho: ld be able to find a job. But 
if, after 6 months, someone is trained, it is not certain that there will be an enter- 
prise nearby that is able to take him and employ him and give him a new chance. This is 
the reason for the 2 years. 


This means that in the next 2 years there is a commitment to transfer or create in the 
regions affected -- and I am thinking primarily of Lorraine -- enough new enterprises 
so that jobs may at least increase. But, it will be argued, and if necessary I will 
elaborate: Has it not beer already a long time since the steel workers, since Lorraine 
itself, have been waiting for an answer to the question which, it has just been said, has 
been posed for 17-18 years? So many officials have worn themselves out over it and 
been broken by it; why should there be succeéss 1,0w? 


It is this that I am going to tackle, ladies and gentlemen. I am going to tackle it 
first by making proposals and then by putting into it all the energy, tenacity, and 

© patience of which Lamcapable. I consider that this is for me a primodial duty that 
comes before many others. The coming years must allow the government of the republic 
to implement what the head of state has decided or will decide. 


I do not want to proliferate proposals. I did not want to start a file of proposals on 
paper. 
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I do want to indicate a will, a political will, and to foresee a minimum of structuring 
so that at last the old and recent decisions accumulated over the years should become 
productive, the decisions which will bring to the steel indsutry the remedies which it 
needs. For this purpose, I would like the minister of industry and research, at the 
head of a ministry that will henceforth be known as the ministry of industrial 
redeployment, to gather in his hands under the authority of the premier exceptional 
powers which will enable him to put into effect the restructuring plan in all aspects: 
establishing enterprises, creating jobs, economic assistance, retraining leave, social 
insurance, university equipment, infrastructure — in short, everything that must come 
together to give battered and plundered regions — and [ am thinking primarily of Lorraine -- 
the means to recover, and not in the next century, but now, in the months, I should 

say the days, the weeks, the coming months. 


For this, in particular in Lorraine, a living link, aa active link, must be established 
between trade union organizations and public authorities. In this respect, there is 

a proposal from the Lorraine assemblies, which is to set up a sort of commission of 
wise men, consisting of half public authorities and half representatives of the region, 
which seems to me a good proposal, which the government would do well to accept, while 
at the same time the minister responsible should, without losing time, make himself 
available to deal with the problems in question. 


So we shaJi see that there are in fact a number of proposals for the transfer and 
creation of enterprises on the basis of a series of economic measures which were drafted 
at my request by the minister of the economy and finance and recently submitted to the 
Council of Ministers. I mean the arrangements made for enterprises -- and when I say 
enterprises, I mean all those who are taking part in the work of that enterprise, and 
who must take part more in the profits of that enterprise -- these are exemption from 
capital gains tax and exemption from being taxed on earnings invested in a joint risk © 
investment fund. This sounds like a strange term but specialists can clarify it. 

It simply means that for enterprises not quoted on the stock exchange it will be 
possible to put in new money, exempted from the tax I mentioned, so that it would go 
directly not only throughout France, as it is a national measure but, as a consequence 
of government action and action by the minister in question, first to the areas called 
conversion centers. 


Other measures have been taken. There are opportunities for blue and white collar 
workers to take shares in the enterprises where they work; the deducton from taxable 
profits of the losses of an enterprise absorbed by a new enterprise in the conversion 
areas; heads of enterprises will be given the opportunity to move there without being 
overburdened with the debts of the enterprise they have just taken over. Moreover, 
amortization is reduced to 1 year, when running costs linked to the creation of research 
operations concerning the use of computer software are involved. Yes, it is here 

that there will be training, it is here that the new industrial era will open not only 
for electronics itself and data processing in particular but for all the traditional 
industries. There will be no salvation except by this modernization, which I mentioned 
at the beginning. 


We must not forget the role of universities in this plan. As I have just said, the 

solution will come from the link between researchers, the university, and industrialists. 

We have seen this in many foreign countries, so why not do it? Im Metz, there will be 

an electronics branch with micro-electronics and data processing; in Nancy, production 
(?technology) and industrial automation. There will be three university institutes 

of technology: in Metz again, electrical engineering; in Longwy, therm 1 engineering; 

in Nancy, electrical engineering. Out of the seven projects that were w-epted for 

France as a whole, uncer the present budget, two will be for Lorraine and the third © 
will be built under the conditions I have just mentioned. The measures ajmed at 

opening up the regions will have to be increased in order for Lorraine to be more 


open to Europe. 
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is is why the steps already undertaken with neighboring countries will have to be 
speeded up in order to link up the high speed train, which goes from our capital through 
Lorraine -~ with large neighboring countries, such as West Germany and Frankfurt. 


Ladies and gentlemen, in saying this I am aware of the extent nmy responsibility, 
since this is the way things are, and finally it fell to me to arbitrate between propo- 
sals that are equally difficult. i ask: Can one devote subsidies to enterprises making 
a loss, and in such proportionc, more than 60 billion, 17 billion, 27 billion, add them 
up, over 18 years for the same industry, concentrated in the same region, while employ- 
ment difficulties exist everywhere in France? In a region like Languedoc-Rousillon, for 
example, which is spoken of too little, it today has a percentage of job losses higher 
than Lorraine. Can we devote subsidies to these declining enterprises, I mean, 
eternally? But here the deadline is fixed by the European Community, to which we belong 
and which we do not intend to leave -- 1987, and then nothing more. Or can we devote 
these credits and others to the technologies of the future, including in the steel 
industry naturally? I am asking this question of all reasonable men and women listening 
to me now in France: Can we go on like this? But in saying this, how can anxiety that 
for tens of thousands of workers translates into uncertainty -- are they condemned? I 
tell them: No. But it is up to me to prove it in the next 2 years, starting with today. 


You see, there are a number of people in the workers world, the white collar workers 
world, industrial workers, who are listening to me now -- I want them to be the juc... 
I speak to them with confidence, and I expect them to have that confidence in me. How 
could I not believe that it is hard, almost unbearable? I understand their anger, but 
I must explain and appeal especially to these workers, but also to others, for reason, 
for wisdom, for the national interest, and for what is plain, as I explained: Yes, I 
want them to be the judge. 


Must we cuntinue with the failures of the past 18 years which cannot be continued after 
1987, or should we provide, ge* organized in 1984, in order to invent, create, innovate, 
and set up, particularly in Lorraine, the new industrial course that will ensure renewal? 
All the social measures have been taken, they know this, but that is not enough. They 
have their jobs there, their houses and their families. They like it, they are attached 
to it. It is my duty to help them, and I will help. 


Thisugh this personal address, I am committing, of course the government, the administra- 
tion, and public authorities. This is why, after what has been said this afternoon, 
action will be stepped up as of tomorrow. It is not up to me to give the details; I 
know my duty and I must fulfill it. I cannot say to French people that we will live in 
that way, with thousands of millions down the drain every year. But if these thousands 
of millions are justified, as they are when it is a case of saving jobs and futures of 
those living today, as well as for their children, then I say to them: With the govern- 
ment, with me, and with all those who are willing, let us build; we will devote to this 
the necessary money as well asthe energy, even better, and if possible the intelligence, 
and why not, the will to serve and to help this working class, battered at every turn of 
this sad story. Yes, I make them my judge. It is not for no reason that over the preced- 
ing 15 years I have campaigned for them to get their due at last -- simple justice. It 
is the same policy, with the same objectives, but which involves different obstacles, 
which we must teckle differently. 


So I have said what I wanted to say as a preamble, ladies and gentlemen, and I am ready 
to answer any questions you want to put to me. However, I would like to provide a 
framework, since we cannot be here too long. We must concentrate our debate on the sub- 
jects I have just dealt with, that is industrial problems, particularly the steel 
industry, but also on the problems of Europe. What has become of the decisions made in 
Brussels, or those that were not made? What does it nean for France and for French 
people? While there is no lack of delicate problems, I do not want to dictate to you 
the subjects to be dealt with. 
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[Question] You are claiming the same policy for steel that you defended when you were 9 
in the oppostion now that you are in power. In 1981, when you had just become president 

of the republic, the official forecasts were for around 30 million metric tonnes of steel 
produced annually. You were in Longy in October 1981 and you told the steelmen that they 

must be — and I quote -- in the forefront of our economic recovery. Now today, as you 
indicated, we produced 17.5 million metric tonnes last year, and we will continue at 

between 16 and 19 for future years. My question is simple: Did you make a mistake and 

why, or are you not in a position to keep the promises you made then? 


[Mitterrand] It seems to me that you are not the first to ask this question. But I must 
tell you that this is beginning to sound like a broken record, repeated to their heart's 
content by those who do not know their history or their textbooks. There you interpreted 
a question which is obviously being asked by a sector of public opinion, I thank you for 
that. But my assessment does not concern the nature of your question; I am rather glad 
to be able to reply to it. 


An error in fore:asting? Well, let us talk about it. If there was a mistake in fore- 
casting, it is the mistake of the seventh plan, 1975-1980, of the government then in 
power, which forecast a steel production capacity of 33.3-35.1 million metric tonnes in 
1975. The plan was for 1975-80. I gave my opinion on this subject in 1978. The fore- 
casting error was that of the prime minister of 1977, in April, who stated in the Na- 
tional Assembly: Our capacity will be maintained at the national level of around 33 
million metric tonnes. It was the opinion or the forecast of the minister of industry, 
not in 1977 but in October 1978, when questioned by a member of parliament, that: I 
confirm what was said by the prime minister, it will certainly be 33 million metric 
tonnes. A month later in November 1978 I said 31 million metric tonnes production 
capacity. In the intervening period, in 1979 I think , there was a revision in the play 
which brought production capacity not to 30 as originally planned, although some went 9 
as far as to say 33 or 35, but to 27 [million metric tonnes]. At the same time, the 
European Community, the famous coal and steel community — the one which is now inter- 
vening and saying that this is enough, no more subsidies in 87, nobody will help anyone 
any longer in France or elsewhere -- well, their forecast was for the present years 

150 million metric tonnes for Europe and 30 million for France. So — 30-35 under the 
plan, 33 according to the prime minister, 33 for the minister of industry, 30 for EEC, 
31 for the first secretary of the Socialist Party. There it is. Strange are the ears 
that picked up only one sound in this perfectly orchestrated music. Very partisan ears. 
Public opinion will correct itself. Nonetheless, I did make this mistake, at the same 
time as my political party and all the others asked for more, on the right and the left. 
I think that a large trade union did indicate that these figures may be excessive, that 
is al:. In this case, it was a collective error, which all the experts and the authori- 
ties at the time confess to. This is what I can tell you on this subject. 


And then what? If everyone made the same mistake, it must be said that it wes also be- 
fore the second oil price shock, and the crisis was not in full swing, everyone can find 
an excuse there -- who then should be placed in the highest esteem? Those who, having 
made a mistake, camouflaged their guilt; or those, or he, who made a mistake and who 
certainly intends, before the country, not to make it pay the price of this mistake, in 
short he who takes the responsibility of correcting it so that France will not suffer 
more? 


[Question] You have just said - If I was mistaken, I was not more mistaken than the 

others, and many made the mistak with me. Can you go a littie further and reply to 

another question being asked not only in Lorraine but everywhere by various sociopro- 

fessional groups, which is the fcllowing: Does the government, does the president of 

the republic understand us? Id _ not want to repeat the famous formula of General 9 
de Gaulle, the famous "I have understood you," but today what kind of French people do 

you understand? 
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Do you understand Georgs Marchais better than the others? Do you understand the employ- 
ers better than the others? Do you unaerstand Lorraine people, the farmers? Do not 
reply that you understand them all. Whom do you want to understand above all? 


[Mitterrand] Their interests do not necessarily diverge under the circumstances. I 
think I said adequately a while ago that I did not throw back the responsiblity onto 
anyone, and I included all the experts and the authorities at the time, thus it was a 
collective responsibility, comprehensive, it was the mood of the moment. The historians 
will judge. 


I must tell you that I am accountable for all the interests of French people, but in 
particular those of the French people who put their trust in me, who have experienced 
misfortune or difficulties for centuries. I must not serve their interests to the detri- 
ment of others, when they are legitimate. I must impose, where necessary, the service 
of the state, that is, of the national community. But in these circumstances, I am 
thinking first of those workers suffering anxiety, of the steel industry, of regions 
like Lorraine. But I tell them — we will save ourselves together, which means that 

the social measures such as no sackings, retraining leave, new technology, and new 
enterprises presuppose an effort also by employers, a solidarity. They are also listen- 
ing to me now, and I tell you that they will get their due when the state has done what 
it must do so that when they take additional risks they should not suffer for it. There 
you are. Now you have talked about political leaders as well socioprofessionai groups. 
I do not think discussion on this subject will stop there, and I will come back to it. 


[Question] Allow me to extend the question put to you just now, as the question which 
you thought you heard through this question and which, beside, we all thought we heard 
a few days ago on television, did not relate merely to the pcessible error concerning 

a forecast in the field of the steel industry, but related to a possible error concern- 
ing the overall analysis of the crisis. Has there been an error on your part, and on 
the part of your government, in this crisis? 


[Mitterrand] We have chosen growth, that is to say, the mobilization of all the country's 
resources, to create, to produce more, and thus to consume. And I remain devoted to the 
search for growth. There will be no reply to the question asked by all of the workers, 
withouth growth. Here we are approaching problems which are altogether practical, 

how to obtain this growth? In 1981, we obtained growth by expanding consumption. That 
is to say that a whole series of social groups, socioprofessional groups, age groups, 
old people, for example, or groups such as families, obtained additional resources. 

Was this not right? Was it not necessary? But naturally, that caused induced effects, 
as people are now saying with a knowledgeable air and it is true that in 1981-82 pur- 
chasing power increased by more than 4 percent, bringing about a certain number of con- 
sequences that are difficult to manage, an influx of imported goods because our industry 
was not in a position to produce what the new social groups needed, who have the new 
resources, all the more so because the crisis not only continued, but even worsened. 

I am speaking about the middle of 1982. The government of the time, which is, in fact, 
the same now, allowing for a few modifications since then, was courageous when it deci- 
ded on the freezing of prices and incomes, and when it introduced a little later what 
was called the austerity policy. But growth remains a necessity. We have to take it 

by the way which suits present interests, growth by investment, and by productive 
investment. 


And having said that, we have not said a great deal. In order to invest, we need money. 
We have just made up the list of the 57 businesses, as we say, withthe best performance in 
the whole of France, among which there are a good number of public, national large bus- 
inesses, and in particular seven of the public, national businesses, nationalized in 
1982. You will be able to read the results of this. Only those who can make a profit 
are in a position to invest, so we must remake their margins. 
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I have not spoken about the profit of this person or tiiat person. I have already ex- © 
plained that this profit must be fairly shared, which was not the case during previous 
decades, but we must have profit margins. First we have to make money, in order to 

choose money-making technology and help businesses which take risks. This is the reason 

for the plan we are talking about today. It is starting from this point that we shall 

create the conditions for the new growth and we are not going to wait until 1986 to 

observe that growth that has taken place. 


[Question] What do you think of the accusation of Georges Marchais, who describes your 
plan as a tragic error, and do you believe that these accusations by the secretary 
general of the Communist Party are compatible with members of his party remaining in 
your government? 


{[Mitterrand] You remember what you wrote in 1976, 77, 78, 79, and 80 to assess and gauge 
the policy of the goverment you used to support? In your circles you went so far as 

to accuse the government of the time of simply being in the pay of foreigners. But 
you remained together, like that. Well, I would have liked the question to come from 
another journalist, but I respect yours and I will reply. 





What is this debate about? First, the mistake over the steel industry. I have said 
what I think about it — it was general, including in the political party of the person 
you are talkingto me about. It was general. Was it a mistake over growth? I think 

it was rather this, rather as if a new mythology was gaining ground which meant that 
growth — God knows what growth and how — would provide the answer to everything. I 
repeat that I agree on this approach, but I am asking for more precision from those who 
ta‘k about it. Growth how? It is government action that will create growth by 
creating resources. 


Naturally, I also listened to the secretary general of the French Communist Party. But 
there were a whole series of references during the conversation the other evening, which 
I did not recognize, for example the complete reference to this agreement between the 
Socialist Party and the Communist Party, to which I must add I was not a party, that is 
that agreement made on the eve of the Constitution of the second government of Pierre 
Mauroy around 22 or 23 June 1981, which did not commit the president of the republic. 
But let us say that it expressed, as is the case, the essence of his thinking. 


What did this agreement say? Growth? There were one or two lines somewhere, important 
ones. The means for growth? The reply could not be given at the time in relation to 

the situation today, but I do read, from the agreement in question, and I quote: Change 
will continue in stages according to a rhythm of change which will take into account 

the situation of crisis -- the situation of crisis -- first due to the fact that the 
French economy is open to the exterior — open to the exterior, this means the European 
Community -- the steel decision, decisions on agriculture and the necessary economic 

and financial balances. I find this agreement excellent. I mean that the agreement is 
better than the comments on it. You ask me what consequences I draw? Well, I am listen- 
ing, I am observing, and I note that a new situation has been created based on a dif- 
ferent reading and practice of the commitments we subscribed to. Now this is a constant 
factor of political life, as you well know. But in the interest of the governing majori- 
ty, as well as of everyone taking part in it, I think the time has come to make things 
absolutely clear. 


[Question] We have just learned that our foreign debt has reached a record level -- 

I think it has risen by 143 percent in 1 year — and that the national budget deficit 

has crossed the strategic threshold of 3 percent of the domestic production. An objec- : 
tive which you yourself set. Now, in these conditions, will you not be lacking the © 
(?main artery) -- in these conditions, will you be obliged to ask the French people to 

make an extra effort, and in particular to put up with taxes? 
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[Mitterrand] Madame, you did not listen to me. I have said that the battle will be won. 
I have said that the battle is in the process of being won and I cilt:ed five industries 
where we are remarkably competitive. Then I cited all the battles which were already 
lost in 1981, with six of seven industries that are (?in vast disarray). Then I cited 
some others, the most important of which are those at the heart of the debate: steel, 
electronics, and about all of these industries I have said that the battle is still un- 
decided. And it is precisely because it is undecided that we have to gather together 
energies, work, efforts, creation, everywhere, yes everywhere, and in every field. So 
you have not listened to me. So let us go straight to the question you meant to ask me 
— the debt, the rest was just presentation to introduce the subject. France's indebted- 
ness, Madame, represents 3 percent of our exports, foreign debt, (?it is that) which 

we are talking about, and I am sure it is that which you wanted to talk about (?and I 
will tell you) why: beacuse you were not trying to pay me a compliment. 


The foreign debt represents 3 percent of our exports. There are 10 industrial countries 
which are more in debt than us. Try to get the data from the IMF, for example, and the 
servicing of the debt is a burden which can be taken on quickly because it is diminish- 
ing. That is to say our foreign trade, I hope, seeing its trade deficit considerably 
reduced. [sentence as heard] But especially, this balance, by means of cash payments, 
benefiting from this fact, our debt must in the normal way diminish. There is no ques- 
tion of staggering our debts, but of having enough reserves, and there is no question of 
it when our situation is healthy. It is difficult; all that we have been talking about 
costs a lot and it is not over. But this debt is supportable. You did not want to talk 
to me about domestic debt, because I would have replied to you straight away that — 

and I will do so even without you asking -- that, compared with our great competitors, 
that is to say, Germany, the United States, Britain, or Japan, we are far behind each of 
these countries in our domestic debt. That is my reply (?to the question you asked). 


[Question] Have you assessed the political risk of your austerity plan? However neces- 
sary it is, can you conduct this policy against a section of your majority? 


[Mitterrand] I have not decided that I will be a candidate for the presidency of the 
republic in 1988. I do not have to take precautions, I must do my duty. I will not 
fail, believe me. 


[Question] By going all out, if 1 may say that, for the worst affected areas, and in 
particular with the 2-year retraining plans whose benificiaries will have 80 percent of 
their net salary, do you not fear creating two types of unemployed in France, two Frances 
of the umemployed in fact? 


[Mitterrand] It is a risk, it is a risk, and we must make provision for it. It is true 
that 14 conversion areas are a necessity, because we must first dress the wounds of 

the regions hit massively with typical industrial concentraiions and affected by this 
crisis. Thus, it is not just a matter of the enterprises. There is also the environ- 
ment, the traders, craftsmen, there is the way of life in the city, there is trade, tra- 
ditions, history. Because it is being destroyed, it demands that the government show 
particular vigilance. But I did mention just now certain regions where unemployment is 
widespread. I spoke of Languedoc-Rousillon. Apart from the present conversion areas, 

I expect that the success of government policy will respond in a more appropriate way to 
all the problems raised by umempioyment. This risk does exist, and it is part of my 
task to think about it daily. 


[Question] Mr President, following this regional question, can I ask you if you said 
just now that you had two plans for the steel industry, and that both these plans had 
more or less equal disadvantages? Can you tell us the criterion that attracted your 
attention to choose what some have called the north at the expense of Lorraine? 
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[Mitterrand] We must not be unfair either. The north was already heavily affected by © 
the coal crisis. But on th: other hand, several places in Lorraine will also be modern- 

ized. I think that workers at Fos could disapprove of it even more than the Dunes plant 

at Dunkerque was preferred, since it makes the same special steel, but Dunkerque has a 
hinterland, an industrial complex which enables it to diversity its potential, which 

makes more possible, and at Fos, whereas the Ugine plant with its 1,250 workers is very 
cruelly hit. We may think of developing a 15th conversion area there, all the same the 

Solmer plants, the steel plant (?not the chemical plant), have some 6,000-7,000 steel 

workers, from a total of 12,000, so this complex has not been destroyed. 


The criterion is that, faced with the mass of millions spent since 1966, we had to stop 
somewhere. Now, although we forecast spending 27-30 billion from now until 1987, envi- 
saging new investments based on new plants involved a very painful choice, which you 
know. But it was not a matter of choosing one region over another, believe me, and it 
is for this region, Lorraine -- who does not keep Lorraine in his heart, among you — it 
is for this region that today we must reserve the essence of our work, our zeal for work 
and for the achievement of a new balance. 


[Question] Mr President, you have encouraged all the entrepreneurs who lift the French 
economy, and you spoke of savings incentives, but I would like to know what has happened 
to the tax reform plan, and what is your position concerning your former minister, Mr 
Michel Jobert, who recommends the abolition of income tax, purely and simply? 


[Mitterrand] You well know, sir, when the budget has been drafted. You know that it is 
a tradition that members of parliament debate it in October, and the preparation by the 
government must be completed during the summer. We are in early April, and the choices 
will be made in the 3 coming months, perhaps 2 months. You will be informed. 9 


[Question] Mr President, you have referred to the role of the farmers. What I want to 
ask you is: What will their part be inthe sacrifice, their part in the soldiarity, and 
their part in the future? 


[Mitterrand] There, sir, you are taking up a rhetorical question I asked a few moments 
ago, when I said that it was also necessary to talk about Europe. The spirit of this 
press conference, moreover, ought to be to assist one another. It is not I, of course, 
who decides. After all, I have invited you. Anyway, I can give you an indication. We 
are essentially dealing with industrial problems, steel, above all, Lorraine too, of 
course, but also the decisions taken in Brussels, that is in Europe, and in agricultural 
Europe in particular. So, thank you for asking this question, which allows me to lead 
into my answer: 


Brussels, the last European summit, made it possible to bring about, or to prepare to 
bring about, a solution of all the matters under discussion -- I mentioned 16 in the 
press conference which I held at the end of this European summit -- with the exception 
of what is referred to as the refund to Great Britain of her contributions, and there 
also remains great confusion over the decision on Irish milk. Doubts were expressed in 
the ensuring days about the optimism of the president of the Republic. You have been 
able to note that on each of these matters today we have a settlement between the 10 
countries, even a unanimous settlement. What was this settlement on? On the whole 
gamut of agricultural problems. 


As I said: What remains? The problem of new resources: We must augment the resources 

of the Community, especially in view of the entry of Spain and Portugal, but also 

because of certain Mediterranean products. We are still debating a rise of 1 percent in 

VAT to 1.4 or 1.6 percent, that is one question. © 
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© But since the most recalcitrant countries on budget balances are in favor -- and I am 
thinking of Great Britain, in particular, which is not at all hostile to budgetary 
balance, especially in the aspects concerning this notorious refund, isolated from the 
rest -- since these countries are in favor of the entry of Spain and Portugal, there is 
no reason to think that they will abandon this will by refusing new resources. 


The points resolved are the problemof milk production and of compensation payments and 
agricultural prices, itidependently of a number of other aspects which would perhaps 
justify our conversation even more than necessary. As far as milk production goes, I 
must maintain the samp rearoning by appealing to the good sense of the French people, and 
to the good sense of the farmers. We belong to the Community, and the farmers, more than 
any other profession, want to remain in the Community. This means that we have to take 
into account production in Europe and not only our own. Europe produces 104 million 
metric tons of milk. It consumes and exports only 84 million metric tons. The differ- 
ence is bought from the farmers in the form of guaranteed prices, at a standard price 
fixed for the whole of Europe. So we stock it up, we buy it, and stock it to further 
expenses for produce which is not consumed. The European Commission has said that this 
is not reasonable. 


It made plans for 97 million metric tonnes. There is still a surplus, but a digestible 
one for the vast body of Europe: 97 million metric tonnes, After extremely difficult 
debates, the ministers responsible, agriculture ministers in particular, managed to 
settle the problem of Irish milk and all the national claims, including ours, with a 
reasonable share: It finally produced a figure of 99 million metric tonnes more or less. 
This means that there is a reduction in French milk producing capacity, which is less 
than in all the other large competitive countries -- less, for example, than in Germany. 
In this sense, it has shown a great deal of European civic responsibility in light of 

© certain national compensations, and this, at least, is progress. France has thus con- 
tributed to the reduction of milk production in conditions which enable it to remain by 
far the leading milk producer in the Europe of the Ten. 


Since this was accompanied by a reduction in the compensation payments, which weighed so 
heavily in the form of premiums for Netherlands and German products and taxes for 

French products, the four-fifth reduction in the positive compensatory amounts before 

1 January 1985 is an unhoped for result. As you no doubt know, we have our negative 
compensatory amounts in the national sphere. Thus, we contribute to establishing 
acceptable prices for our farmers. These prices will be increased by 5 percent, which 
is the figure fixed for all the socioprofessional categories in France, and even a 
little more for milk. 


Without mentioning the particular measures for mountainous regions and small producers 
up to a production of 100,000 or 69,000 metric tonnes, and including the agreement on a 
national quota governed by the dairy sector, this is the set of measures that corres- 
ponds to France's wishes. I think any farmer will think that the old people in pro- 
duction should have the socia] means to retire -- something to which the Community must 
apply itself -- and young people who are going to get incentives to start up should be 
able to achieve a production rate that enables them to live. In any case, this is a 
European discipline. Who is thinking of leaving the Community? No one. Thus, we must 
be able to accept the consequences. 





[Question] Will the electoral system be changed for the legislative elections of 1986, 
and, if so, how? 


© (Mitterrand) The principle was written into the program I presented at the presidential 

elections, and I believe it is among the 110 proposals I set out — whereas the 31 
million metric tonnes for the steel industry was not. Thus, according to the contract, 
we should move toward a form of proportional representation. On this, many authoritative 
voices have been heard, both in the majority and in the opposition. I am working on it. 
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There is no precise plan. I think we will move in this direction. But you can admit 9 
that for the moment we have a great deal to do, whicn means that I am thinking of other 
things besides the electoral system as a priority. 


{Question} In the face of the present difficulties, what do you think of the rise of a 
Poujadiste [supporter of Poujade, French tax reformer] or neo-Poujadists current in *he 
country through sectoral claims? 


(Mitterrand) I think — I note that they are increasing, and that each of them thinks 
they are right, as opposed to all the others. If these claims are legitimate, the govern- 
ment's duty is to deal with them, respond to them, engage in dialogue, and provide 
solutions. If they are excessive, the government's duty is to say no. In any <ase, 

you cannot say yes to everyone at once. This is what will inspire my conduct, The 
general interest comes before sectoral interests. 


{Question] Mr President, when you were at Stanford, in California, one of thé American 
industralists and researchers there said: If we invest in Europe, we choose Great 
Britain or Germany, but not France, because they are too many administrative formalities 
to deal with. I think the reply to this question will also interest my compatriots, the 
Germans: Would you be ready to facilitate foreign investment in France by dropping 

a small amount of state control in France? 


[Mitterrand] You have summed things up rather succintly. To make it shorter was normal, 
since you had to translate, but you made it a little too concise. The industrialist in 
question is Mr Job who, at 28 years old, founded Apple, which now accounts for, I don't 
remember, but maybe 100 billion — anyway, hundreds of millions of dollars -- and tears 
witness to his success, because he showed brilliance in using electronics, particularly 
microcomputers. This is what he said, exactly: The difficulty I have in France — and 9 
here you are right — is administrative complications, the formalities, which does not 

mean I would not go to France, for there are other advantages. It is true that this is 

an obstacle. 


Well, naturally, as soon as I got back ! put the question to the ministers responsible 
and the prime minister and asked: Why is there all this? I already had'a part of the 
reply, which was given to me while I was still in America, because there weré other 
industrialists who invested in France at the same conference. I met with them at the 
Economic Club, the great club in New York. A Ford executive told me: I find France, 
near Bordeaux, most satisfactory. Another great industrialist who has a number of 
factories in Franche Comte told me: I get the most satisfaction and the fewest diffi- 
cvlties in France. Thus, opinions diverge, But I think that this concern is justified, 
and the excessive eagerness we have in France for administrative formalities must yield 
to more openness. 


{Question] Mr President, do you think it is possible to respect your wish to reduce 
taxes and social contributions in the proportions you mentioned starting in 1985, or 
do you think your commitment should be spread out somewhat -- over 2 or 3 years? 


[Mitterrand] Because it was difficult, I decided — if it was easy someone would have 
done it before me, I suppose, as the sum of obligatory deductions increased by one point 
every year over the last 10 years. Because it is difficult — but also because it is 
necessary -- we cannot continue crushing all those who create wealth in France with taxes 
and levies. 


I would also like to indicate that this work is under way, that I am personally very busy 
with it, and there will in fact be a reduction of levies and taxes in the coming © 
budget. Will we succeed? You will be the judge. In any case it is my job. 
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[Question] It is said that you are thinking of making the reduction of professional tax 
for enterprises and income tax for individuals a priority. On this last point, one notes 
that French income tax is the lowest of all developed countries both in relation to 
national wealth and to cumultative tax receipts, and that income tax is also the most 
redistributive tax -- the most in conformity with a certain form of fiscal justice, which 
you recommend. So why this decision to give priority to cutting income tax? 


[Mitterrand] We have not reached this point. I have already said that I will announce 
my choices to the government in the next 3 months. We can discuss it when the time 
comes. 


[Question] Mr President, you now want to be the president of all French people, after 
having been criticized for being the president of people on the left. Do you not think 
you could give a boost to democratic debate by proposing a public figure, who would not 
be a figurehead, to be a minister of opposition? Thus, certain ideas from this current 
of opinion, which is distinctly more substantial than the Communist Party, could be de- 
fended within the government, which does represent a large sector of public opinion. 


[Mitterrand] Let us distinguish, sir: I was elected by the people on the left. But I 
am president of all the French people. This is the only distinction I adhere to. In 
changing my position, my obligations change. That is a good change, but it does not 
make me forget my former positior, I can also say that we are now discussing all sorts 
of ideas -- your suggestion, too. 


{Question] There is a new situation. The time has come to make things clear. What 
lessons do you draw from this new situation? Will you allow the Communist Party for 
some time to behave as a party of opposition? Will you one day make the decision to 
split away from it, or will you hand over the initiative to it? 


[Mitterrand] These things are not determined at press conferences. I remain faithful, 
sir, to my deep commitments. I want to gather the popular forces and I hope they will 
carry with them the nation as a whole toward national recovery. Not at any price, of 
course, I mean not any price to see the government's effort sapped or diminished in the 
public's esteem. (?It is in these terms that) I give you my reply. 


[Question] It seems to me that the European Council, that is, the Brussels summit, did 
not in fact resolve the issues before it. Most of them were resolved before by the 
ministers concerned and the one left hanging, the milk issue, was resolved afterward. 

The most important issue, which seems to plunge Europe into disarray, the British issue, 
caused very long discussions at the Brussels summit and was not resolved. It may be 
subsequently, but by the ministers concerned. So my question is this -- perhaps a little 
technical, but it may permit you to give your feelings on the organization of Europe 
itself, of the European Community: Do you think that European summits are useful? 


(Mitterrand] I would really like to oblige you, but I must say your question is sense- 
less, because what are called the agricultural summits, or the general poliitical ones 
-- that is, those where ministers sit, agriculture ministers in one case, foreign minis- 
ters in the other -- these are preparatory committees which act under the instructions 
of heads of state or government. They are not acceptable, or would not be accepted: 
They have no life legally until after a summit decision. There was a discussion in 
Brussels on each of the points you mentioned, and a vote. Each delegation had to vote. 
The proof of this is that people thought the problem of Irish milk was settled before, 
and it was not resolved afterward. 
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If there were discussions on Irish milk afterward, it was becouse even during the summit 
it was understood that apart from the 600,000 metric tonnes allocated to certain coun- 
tries, Greece and Italy in particular, 400,000 metric tonnes were added for Ireland and 
200,000 were subsequently added, and this choice was already implicated by the European 
summit. 


I will stop there, but I fear you have a rather partial view. 


[Question] Mr President, during your visit to the United States, you said that you u" ld 
meet with Mr Chernenko before the end of the year, or near the end of the year. I 12- 
member that at the time you severely criticized the approach of your predecessor, calling 
him a small telegram boy because he met with Mr Brezhnev in Warsaw. The opposition held 
it against you, cc is holding it against you, for doing the same thing now. Could you 
explain the difference between your approach to the Soviet Union and that of Mr Ciscard 
d‘ Estaing? 


[Mitterrand] First, in the United States of America, I did as I am doing today, I an- 
swered questions. 


It is like the well known story about the intelligence quotient of the Communist minis- 
ters: It is because a great American manufacturer during a meeting asked the question: 
Sir, is their intelligence quotient really as good as yours? Isolated from the question, 
my reply could almost have appeared to be offensive. 


A man like you, a journalist like you, who is asking me one after the other, two ques- 
tions, which like the previous one, do not make much sense! But I will give you a re- 
ply. When I spoke about the small telegraph boy, I was not speaking about Warsaw! Does 
the true story count or not? Do the facts count, or not? Are journalists in England 
now imagining things? Are they not concerned with knowing the facts, even when they are 
the best? 


My predecessor, Mr Giscard d'Estaing, went to Warsaw and unwisely so, in my opinion, to 
meet with Mr Brezhnev shortly after the Afghan affair, on which his govenrment had taken 
some time to react — first point. 


Second point: A little later, he went to the large industrial countries’ summit in 
Venice, suddenly bringing a message from Mr Brezhnev saying: We are going to withdraw 
from Afghanistan. This intervention, this dispatch, all the same, disturbed the Venice 
summit, which said to itself: Well! After all, if everything is going to be sorted out, 
it is not worth toughening our stand.... If one can implicate the post and telecommuni- 
cations in this affair, it is with relation to Venice and not with relation to Warsaw! 
There you are, this is all. 


On the other hand, I could be told that the Soviet Union has not left Afghanistan. That 
it continues to exercise pressure and a severe contr:l over Poland. And that, therefore, 
the situation has not changed compared to previous years. Can I talk with the Soviet 
Union when I have been talking with it for 3 years? On what level? This is a worth- 
while question. 


The situation is different on one essential point: France has shown through its choices 
-- in strategic matters in particular and in the large debate on Euromissiles -- that it 
could not agree to one single power, in this case the Soviet Union, possessing what is 

called medium-range nuclear weapons -- in the present circumstances SS-20's and I do not 
know how many cruise missiles. It is the only country in Europe to possesses these wea- 
pons. Why? Neither Britain nor France have any armaments of this type but they do have 
strategic armaments. And some wanted these two powers brought to Geneva, to the nego- 

tiating table, despite the fact that neither the United States nor the Soviet Union were 
talking about our weapons. France's stand is not at the mercy of this type of influence. 
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It is altogether different to talk with the highest Soviet official when he knows he 
does not have to expect any complacency from you but on the other hand, he expects the 
will for dialogue and to take part in a return to a less tense situation in East-West 
relations. So herve you are, I have told you what I think of this issue. As far as snide 
comments go, the» are free. 


[Question] Mr President, I would like tc come back to the question of Europe. What 

has happened to your plan for a great European conference envisaged to take place in 
June and destined to return to the source of inspiration, the Treaty of Rome? I would 
like to know to what extent such a plan would be able to resolve the principal difficul- 
ty which led to the failure of the London summit --I'm sorry -- to that of Brussels, 
which consists, to be precise, of a single question: that of the check payable to Great 
Britain. 


[Mitterrand] The problem of the check remains to be resolved. This remains linked — 
this is the only point where this link remains -- to the problem of new resources, and 
thus to the enlargement. I don't want to repeat myself, but it is necessary to say that 
everything else has been settled. The task of the interim president of the Community -- 
until 1 July, that is the pest which I occupy on behalf of France at present -- is thus 
made that much easier. I hope that a positive reply will be forthcoming on this point 
of the British contribution, and I am working on it. I am going next Monday [9 April] 
to Lendon. But today this problem is no longer inseparable from all the rest which has 
been accepted by the Ten. The situation is thus infinitely less serious than it was 15 
days ago. Nevertheless, it remains for Europe to take stock of itself, to acquire a po- 
litical will, the wil) to exist alongside great associations, empires, and rising powers. 
It is important that Europe, having taken stock of itself, should one day think of pro- 
viding itself with the means for its independence. And this is what justifies your 
question, this is the essential thing. And if it gets caught on every thorn along the 
path, especially that of the British check, them, of course, its elan will be thwarted. 
That is the serious thing. I will exert every effort in this regard. 


[Question] You said recently in the United States that the file on advertising on local 
private radios, the free radios, was on your desk. 


{(Mitterrand] I believe theat experience of the law shows, on the one hand, that the 
higher authority has been able to considerably liberalize this area, as some 850 so- 
called free radios -- others are free as well — have been given authorization, and that 
this authorization has been given over the last few months -- first point. 


However, it is true that there are many of these free radios which cannot survive, that 
is to say that experience shows that the law, in its rigidity, notably in the area of 
advertising, has given out a freedom for which many remains a hope rather than a reality. 


It is for this reason that I believe personally that all companies, all free radios that 
take on the status of a company of the PME [small- and medium-sized companies] type, for 
example, and are, therefore, responsible for their property and their resources, should 
be aware of this, and should be able to take advantage of advertising. Wisdom would also 
require this to be for limite: airwave time, so many minutes every hour -- it would be up 
to the radio's management to decide on this. Personally, I am moving in this direction 
and I shall give instructions, in areas where I may, for things to be done in this way. 
It is not necessary to adapt the law. This can be put into practice as soon as possible. 


Thus, we shall have taken into account two necessities: a very great freedom, a very 
great diversity for the 850-1,000 free radios but all the same, this is not altogether 
the Italian situation -- limiting advertising time to a reasonable number of minutes 
in every hour. If other ideas are better, of course, we shall take those up. 


[Question] What are you expecting from your forthcoming trip to Auvergne? 
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Are you going to recall the current malaise in the pneumatic tire industry, whether @ 
at Dunlop or Michelin, and do you intend to meet Valery Ciscard d'Estaing at 
Chamalieres, for example? 


[Mitterrard] On the subject of travel, Mr (Hargrove), when in the United States 
Mr Chernenko’s name was mentioned, I also replied to questions. I did not go to 
the United States in order to say: I am going to visit Moscow. I had already 
outlined a reply in i.e weekly PARIS MATCH before leaving for the United States of 
America. You will see if I am going? I shall warn you in time. This is a matter 
which is at present in the embryo stage. I did not have to ask! What is necessary 
is for relations to exist so as to facilitate dialogue between the Soviet Union and 
France. 


I will return to you now, sir, that is to say, to Auvergne. I shall in fact po to 
Auvergene soon. It will be the next place I shall visit. This has been planned since 
last year. Yes, I shall go with the very difficult files in this region, if I may 
so call them, under my arm: Dunlop at Montlucon, in particular, in the pneumatic 
field; Michelin and many other things besides. 


You see there are many difficulties. I will be there to respond to them. Whom 
shall I see in the Auvergne? A former president of the republic, of course, 
representing this area. % see nothing but advantage in being able to greet him. 


[Question] Mr President, for a few weeks there has been in the French Basque country 

an antiterrorist liberation group which has come to France, that is in the Pyrenees- 
Atlantiques, in order to kill Basque refugees [words indistinct] in the French 

Basque country. The Spanish and French press say that there are perhaps members 

of the French or Spanish police involved in this affair. I would like to know, © 
Mr President, what is your feeling: Do you intend to take measures [words 

indistinct]? 





[Mitterrand] If I hear that a French policemen takes part in the assassinations, 
whatever the motive, I would punish this policemen. It remains to be proved that 

you are right. True, a number of acts of this type have been committed on French 
territory at the instigation of policeman, people are saying,at least of secret 
organizations, but not secret enough for it not to be supposed that they are alien. 
There is a whole debate taking place, consultations with the Spanish Government, which 
rules out the idea that France might be involved whether closely or remotely in 
assassination enterprises, in any kind of self-defense which would simply be 

contrary to law and to justice. So this is out of the question. 


[Question] Mr President, the Lome Convention may soon be signed for the third time. 
It links the African, Caribbean, and Pacific [ACP] countries to the EEC, of which 
you are currently chairman. At a time when the Third World is experiencing problems 
of all kinds, economic of course, and when the EEC is finding it difficult to recover 
its unity, Mr President, tell us, and tell the listeners to Afrique No 1, for whom 

I am here, what the ACP group can hope for from its European partners? 


(Mitterrand] The Caribbean was added, you know that. Lome is holding up well. Lome III 
is under discussion. The French commissioner, a member of the Commission, who is 
acting on behalf of the Commission in the international community sphere, Mr Pisani, 
is acting with great rapidity and constancy. There are no differences within the 
Community on the Lome agreements, so that we did not even have to discuss it 

during the European summits. 





[Question] The word war -- in which, to simplify, the religious camp is said to 
oppose the lay camp -- is often used about the school problem. Well, in this context 
of war, do you consider that the compromise worked out by Mr Savary represents 

a lasting peace? 
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Mitterrand] People often return to my proposals, and they are not wrong. Some 75 
f 110 have been carried out over 2 and 1/2 years, and some of these have required 
a year of legislative work, that is, two [parliamentary] sessions. It remains to 
be said: I was elected for 7 years. Some of them have encountered real difficulty, 
that is, an expression by public opinio:, a refusal — not only a limited and sec- 
tional one, but one that touches the core of the French nation. Therefore, there 
is a contradiction between the political will as it is expressed and justified 
and the political reality: that of the French nation, which I have to respect. 
There are the two sides of the narrow stream within which the government has to 
progress. 


I do think that Mr Savary's proposals are good ones insofar as they remove from pri- 
vate education the astonishing privilege of being able to recruit a teaching staff 
without any budgetary limitations. It isa good thing to shake off that privilege -- 
to abolish it. I also think that the arrangements concerning what is called the school 
card represent progress. I think that a body is needed to manage the subsidies 

that go to the private establishments in a region. How [else] would you manage 

these funds,which come from different institutions and bodies? I think that the 
proposal to allow schoolmasters in the private education sector to establish 

a public law status at the end of a certain time -- 6 years, I think — if they 

so wish, is honest and healthy. 


Whether the education projects of each side should be preserved is a basic question, 
and I understand why it should be posed. One replies to that question with the maxi- 
mum of scruples and respect for those who pose it, without forgetting that one must 
have the same respect for those who think that unity is also needed in this great 
public serivce, which is diverse and multiple in its practice in France. This is 


@:: problem: I have explained it to you very simply. 


[Question] What, exactly, is this clarification that you are hoping for in the very 
interest of the majority? 


[Mitterrand] You are returning to a previous question and response: One cannot 

recite a sort of list of grievances with successive dialogues; I have said what I have 
to say. If I wanted to say something else, you can well imagine that I would 

have done so. 


[Question] Do you find the situation healthy with regard to present policy? 


[Mitterrand] That is a very general question. I think that the immense majority 
of police officials do their work -- their duty -- and are republican -- that is, 
they comply with the instructions of the government of the republic, I truly think 
this and, moreover, the trade union representatives in its immense majority demon- 
strates this well. What is true -- this is what people have been able to say, 
notably during a famous demonstration — is that there existed some underlying 
small groups that thought that it was enough for them to hold out for a few years 
in order to get through what was, in their eyes, a bad situation: that is, the 
government appointed in 1981 and the president of the republic. A very imperfect 
sense of discipline does in fact manifest itself here and there from this same 
event, but one must not confuse everything. 


Perhaps you want to discuss the case of senior police official Mr Genthial who 

was recently transferred. He is an excellent official, one of the best. He was the 

victim of a situation that was created long before his time and was unfortunately 
— *— For that reason I do not think that his career will suffer — 

not for long, anyway. The government of the republic counts on its police. Here 

or there it has to act with vigilance, and it will not fail to do so. 


[Question] One cannot end without saying a word about freedom of the press. 
[Mitterrand] I have a person opposite me here who is trying to make himself heard. 
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[Question] Up until now there has been nc mention of the Middle East. How do ycu now }@ 
view the current situation in Lebanon? 


[Mitterrand] Foreign policy was not to be at the center of this press conference, apart 
from matters offecting Europe, which is ver; topical. Al! your colleagues understood and 
acknowledged this perfectly. I shall speak to journalists on this issue soon. 


Mr (Charpy), you were speaking about freedom cf the press: That had a slightly polemical 
edge to it. Because freedom of the press must be safeguarded, the law on the concentra- 
tion of capital and the disclosure of that capital was decidea on by the government. 


[Question] Mr President, do you envisage meeting Georges Marchais for this clarification 
that you have spoken of? 


[Mitterrand] To listen to you, one might believe that I do not meet with him. My door 
is wide open to the majority and the opposition and not only at the political level. My 
door is wide open to all socioprofessional groups -- to all groupings or associations 
that represent major currents of opinion in France. Mr Georges Marchais quite obviously 
fits in with these personalities. 


Now, ladies an gentlemen, let us not forget why we gathered together initially. Let 
all of us contribute in our own way to taking into account the immense difficulty, the 
great distress, suffered by thousand and thousands of our compatriots in the regions hit 
by the crisis in the steel or coal industries. This is my constant thought. From now 
on, it will be my principal action. 


MANAGUA PAPER PUBLISHES CHEYSSON LETTER ON MINES 





PAO061627 Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 5 Apr 84 p 5 6 


{"“Text" of letter from External Relations Minister Claude Cheysson to Colombian Presi- 
dent Belisario Betancur -- date not given] 


[Text] Mr President, in view of the exceptional and marvelous welcome that you gave me 
in Bogota and the previous messages that you were so kind to send me, I allow myself, in 
concurrence with President Mitterrand, to discuss personally a topic that we believe is 
of the greatest importance for maintaining peace in Central America and that therefore 
greatly concerns us and must likewise concern the man, the president, who handles the 
Contadora action: I mean the obstacles to free navigation as a result of the blocking 
of three Nicaraguan locations. 


This is without a doubt a matter of a blockade set up in peacetime against a small 
country. This poses a grave problem to political ethics. One feels amazed not only at 
the level of international relations but also at the moral level, and one must view with 
horror that the action of mining the Nicaraguan ports signifies that Nicaraguan women, 
children, and the underprivileged will be deprived of the supplies and medicine provided 
by international humanitarian assistance (several shipments, some of which were coming 
from Europe, have been canceled or diverted). It is also distressing because we are 
witnessing the transition to a new phase in the escalation of clandestine military 
operations supported from abroad against Nicaragua. Such an unfortunate event directly 
attacks the efforts carried out by the Contadora Group, which have been achieved thanks 
to your authority, and to the success of which you have linked your name. 


As I insisted last summer when you were so kind as to meet with me, France, a distant 
power, does not wish to directly intervene in Central America. 9 
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oe it is willing -- as it has already shown -- to support the initiatives of the 
region's countries when those initiatives are directed toward peace and justice. 


I also commit the great indiscretion of addressing you and requesting your advice: As 
president of one of the countries that has been most active in the search for peace in 
the Central American region, promoter of the Contadora Group, would you be willing, alore 
or with the friendly chiefs of state, to solemnly and publicly denounce the obstacles to 
freedom of movement, the attack on common law constituted by the blockade of a country 
that is not in a state of extreme belligerency? We are not trying to make an accusation 
against another country, and none would surely dare to claim responsibility for such 
actions. But a call of this nature to the international community -- especially to the 
United Nations, American countries such as Canada and the United States, European count- 
ries such as Spain, Sweden, and the 10 members of the European Community -- could 
recommend that measures be taken rapidiy and actions be carried out to reestablish and 
to maintain free access to all Nicaraguan ports. 


France cannot remain eaf to the Managua government's demands. But it does not want to 
intervene by itself, and on the basis of this request it would be willing, jointly with 
one or several friendly European powers, to contribute to the operations to sweep the 
mines, for example beginning with the Port of Corinto, whose blockade would submit the 
Nicaraguan people to great suffering. Its intervention would naturally be of a purely 
humanitarian nature. 


As I said at the beginning of the letter, Mr President, it is a matter of a great concern. 
We might be reproached for our silence and instead, our call could not be opposed without 
the opponents assuming part of the responsibility for an unjustifiable blockade. 


With the hope that you will be so kind as to excuse me for the indiscretion that I am 
committing in directly addressing you, and that you will be so good as to personally make 
known to me your opinion, please accept, Mr President, the expressions of my highest 
esteem. 


C. Cheysson 


WU XUEQIAN COMMENTS ON UPCOMING ZHAO ZIYANG VISIT 





NC061232 Paris AFP in English 1213 GMT 6 Apr 84 


[Text] Paris, April 6 (AFP) -- Talks between Chinese Foreign Minister Wu Xueqian and 
President Francois Mitterrand today centered on the forthcoming visit to France of 
Chinese Prime Minister Zhao Ziyang. 


Leaving the Elysee Palace here, Mr Wu said Mr Zhao hoped for “an in-depth exchange of 
views on major international problems and the development of bilateral relations," from 
a planned meeting with Mr Mitterrand. 


French External Relations Minister Claude Cheysson yesterday said Mr Zhao would arrive 
here "in the coming weeks." 


Today's meeting with Mr Mitterrand had taken place in a "very cordial atmosphere," which 
reflected "the good relations which have existed between France and China for a long 


time," Mr Wu said. 
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OPPOSITION SET TO DEFEAT GOVERNMENT COALITION 9 





AU060937 Rome ANSA in English 0815 GMT 6 Apr 84 


[Excerpts] (ANSA) Rome, April 6 — An opposition broadside of measures filed in the 
Chamber of Deputies Thursday challenging the constitutionality of the government's 
anti-inflation decree and a pessimistic note on the fate of the measures released by 
the premier's office last night pointed strongly to a mid-April defeat for the 
eight-month-old coali ion led by Socialist Premier Bettino Craxi. 


The 60-day decree, designed to contain inflation to 10 percent for the year and cut 
automatic index-linked wage increases by some 25 percent, was issued on February 14 
and came through the Senate on March 23. It must now be passed into law by the 
lower house by the April 16 statutory deadline but the odds are stacked against the 
government majority by more permissive filibustering rules in the house coupled with 
a proportionally larger opposition led by determined Communist Party deputies. 


Craxi, in his statement released last night, referred to his meeting with trade union 
leaders held Wednesday in noting “persistent differences in views on the ways to 
guarantee real salaries inthe framework of the anti-inflation maneuver planned by 
the government". He then listed a series of measures, some drafted and some in the 
discussion stage, aimed at mitigating the effects of the decree and blunting the 
opposition drive to stop it from becoming law. 


In the lower house, 10 of the 26 motions questioning the constitutionality of the 

decree were filed by the Communists and the remainder by the Proletarian Democrats, 

the Proletarian Unity Party, the independent left and the neofascist MSI [Italian 

Social Movement]. 9 


Aside from grappling with these motions, party floor leaders are expected to schedule 
18-hour sittings daily beginning tomorrow. 


Apparently bearing in mind the heated debate on the package in the Senate, which 
erupted in a series of fist-fights among government and opposition senators at one 
point, house speaker Nilde Jotti asked the deputies Thursday to take up their discussion 
“with serenity" and warned that any excessive show of temper would be dealt with by 
explusion from the chamber. 


Filibuster Begins 


AU081901 Rome ANSA in English 1850 GMT 8 Apr 84 


{Excerpt] (ANSA) Rome, April 8 -- The government Sunday called for a vote of confidence 
on its law decree that would reduce automatic wage hikes linked to inflation, but as the 
opposition plans to filibuster its way through over 3,000 amendments first, it appears 
impossible for the house to approve the measure by April 16th. If the decree, which 
was already approved in the Senate on March 23, is not passed by the lower chamber by 
midnight of April 16th, it will lapse. 


Treasury Minister Giovanni Goria called for the confidence vote Sunday morning at 
7:35 GMT in the name of the government led by Socialist Bettino Craxi. That was the 
signal for the opposition to begin its marathon effort to delay passage of the decree. 
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Qin RETURNS FROM MIDDLE EAST TOUR, COMMENTS 
LD062341 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 2200 GMT 6 Apr 84 


{Text] Spanish foreign policy creates a positive impression in the Middle Eastern 
countries. Fernando Moran returned from his trip 2 hours ago a satisfied man. Hector 
Arenas reports from Barajas Airport: 


[Begin recording] [Arenas] With a technical stopover in Athens where he met with 
representatives of the Greek Foreign Ministry, Minister Fernando Moran returned to 
Madrid tonight after visiting Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Syria, and Jordan on his first 
important trip to the Middle East. On descending from the Mystere jet in which he 
traveled, Moran said that he was convinced of the usefulness of the trip and indicated 
that it had been complete and necessary because Spain does have an interest in, and 
enjoys prestige in, the Middle East and should intensify its actions there. Apparently, 
he was referring to the possibility of relations with Israel when he said that the 
Arabs have perfect respect for the decisions which Spain might make in the area. 


[Moran] The visit has also served -- in all these different countries -- to clarify 
the Spanish position. That is to say that on the part of the Saudis, the Syrians, and 
the Jordanians there is perfect respect for the decisions that Spain might make in the 
area. There is great interest and enormous feeling that Spain can now -- and even more 
so when it enters the EEC -- have an irreplaceable role to play -- that was the word 
they all used -- in explaining and defending Arab interests and in the search for 
solutions in the Middle East. And, really, that does not seem to be easy. [end 
recording ] 





@ewor PROTESTS TV PROGRAM TO FRENCH GOVERNMENT 
LD061312 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 1000 GMT 6 Apr 84 


{Text} This morning Spanish Ambassador in Paris Joan Raventos Carner delivered a note 
of protest to the French authorities over the troadcasting of a program about the 

Basque country on French television that is considered to be tendentious. According to 
official Spanish sources, the protest note stresses the unacceptability of programs 

like the one broadcast yesterday on French television with the title "The Basque Country: 
The Unyielding.” In the note the Spanish Government asks the French Government not to 
repeat programs like this which, besides being tendentious, do not at all reflect 

the reality of Basque people. 


HONDURAN FOREIGN SECRETARY PAYS OFFICIAL VISIT 
Received by Gonzalez 
LD062108 Madrid in Spanish to Europe 1800 GMT 6 Apr 84 


[Text] Spanish Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez this afternoon met with Honduran Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs Paz Barnica, who isonavisit to Madrid. The main topics discuss¢ 
at the meeting were Spanish-Honduran bilateral relations, the situation in Central 
America, and the recent events in Honduras, namely the fall of Commander in Chief of 

the Army General Gustavo Alvarez, a fall which the Honduran minister described as 

positive as, he said, it tends toward a strengthening of the democratic process in 

his country and consolidates the president's authority. 
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[Begin Paz Barnica recording] I interpret this as a positive sign that is orientated 9 


toward the effective democratization of the Armed Forces in Honduran democracy, which 
is pluralistic and participatory and arises from popular sovereignty and, above all, 
from the civil authority of the president, Dr Roberto Suazo Cordova. [end recording] 


On Honduras’ alleged intention to issue a passport to the former president of the Rumasa 
consortium of Spanish firms, Jose Ruiz Mateos, who is currently in exile, he said: 


[Begin Paz Barnica recording] I know of no intention on the part of Ruiz Mateos to set 
himself up in Honduras, and I can assure you that Honduras, that the Government of 
Honduras, has not issued any passport under any nationality to Ruiz Mateos. [end 
recording } 


Meets With Moran 
LD071523 Madrid in Spanish to Europe 1300 GMT 7 Apr 84 


[Text] Honduran Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs Edgardo Paz Barnica, who is in 
Madrid on an official visit, met with Spanish Foreign Minister Fernando Moran at Santa 
Cruz Palace this morning. According to a report from Spanish diplomatic sources, the 
explanation given to Moran by his Honduran counterpart in connection with the links 
between the former president of Rumasa, Jose Maria Ruiz Mateos, and Honduras showed that 
the good faith of the Tegucigalpa authorities had been abused. In this respect, the 
Honduran foreign secretary denied his government's involvement in granting a diplomatic 
passport to Jose Maria Ruiz Mateos as had been reported by the press last May. 


At the meeting, which was also attended by Mercedes Rico, director general of foreign 
policy for Latin America at the Spanish Foreign Ministry, the two foreign ministers 
analyzed the situation in Central America. Edgardo Paz Barnica also informed Mr Moran 
about the detalis of the dismissal of Gen Gustavo Alvarez as chief of the Honduran Armed 
Forces which was decided by President Roberto Suazo Cordova with the aim of strenthening 
democracy in Honduras. 


MEXICAN UN ENVOY PROMOTES NORTH-SOUTH DIALOGUE 





PAQ82208 Madrid EFE in Spanish 1810 GMT 8 Apr 84 


{Text] Madrid, 8 Apr (EFE) -- The resumption of the North-South dialogue was the 
principal topic in contacts made in Spain by Porfirio Munoz Ledo, Mexican ambassador 
to the UN, who met here with Felipe Gonzalez. 


During his visit to Spain, which was kept secret until today, the Mexican diplomat, 
president of the Group of 77 (nonaligned), defended major international economic 
cooperation and briefed Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez on the state of the negotiations 
in New York for the resumption of the world economic dialogue. 


The agenda for these negotiations which the Group of 77 proposes deals with the financial 
problems of developing countries. 


Fundamentally, they concern the foreign debt, opening foreign trade, guaranteeing food- 
stuffs and the price of raw materials, industrial transformation, and development of 
er.ergy sources. 


Munoz Ledo, who avoided making any official statements, told EFE, however, that his 
meeting with Felipe Gonzalez had been “extremely positive." 
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@.. Spanish prime minister told him of "his government's interest in contributing to 
solving the great problems of our time, promoting concrete and practical solutions to 
the obstacles that stand in the way of economic development and worsen living conditions 
in many countries." 


"I found here," Munoz Ledo added, "a clear awareness of the gravity of the international 
crisis and how it reflects on the sociopolitical life of all countries. I also found 
more understanding toward developing countries and particularly toward the problems of 
Latin America." 


"In sum," he noted, "I found a positive and responsible response by the Spanish 
Government to the basic proposals of the Group of 77." In an interdependent world, he 
added, "the destiny of the industrialized countries is profoundly connected with those 
undergoing development." 


He underlined Spain's role as a link between the developed and developing countries and 
stressed Felipe Gonzalez’ interest in promoting the North-South dialogue. 


This dialogue, he said, will permit the resolution of the serious problems affecting 
all, creating difficulties in the functioning of democratic institutions. 


Munoz Ledo's visit to Spain coincided with the meetings also held here by Prime 
Minister Gonzalez with Socialist International leaders Bruno Kreisky and Willy Brandt, 
president of the North-South commission. 


In the absence of Foreign Minister Fernando Moran, who is on a tour of the Mideast, 
z Ledo met with Puente Pjeda, under secretary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Qin orteres the utmost cooperation of the Spanish delegation to the proposals of the 
Group of 77 at the United Nations. 


GONZALEZ DISCUSSES ECONOMIC POLICY, PROBLEMS 





PM051453 Barcelona LA VANGUARDIA in Spanish 30 Mar 84 p 41 


[Mariano Guindal report: "Government Is Prepared To Negotiate Everything, as Long as 
Economic Policy Is Not Distorted"] 


[Text] Madrid -- Felipe Gonzalez analyzed for over 3 and 1/2 hours with 18 journalists 
of the Industrial Journalists’ Association (APIL) all the "burning issues" that are most 
worrisome for Spanish society. 


The prime minister believes that we are living in a decaying industrial society, and 
unless we prevent it, Spain will become ruralized: "We are still in time to win the 


future," he asserted. 


The famous legacy that the Socialist government inherited is "tremendously tough." The 

60 audits that have been conducted in various departments show that there was a 

"tremendous misrepresentation of the situation," which initially led us to believe 

that we could sustain the 6-percent budget deficit and that we would be left with a 

certain margin of debt "to do things." The truth was very different. This, combined 

with the fact that there have been more people than anticipated who have attempted to 

enter the labor market, means that the outcome in the struggle against unemployment 

is worse than "we had estimated, and, moreover, an attempt is being made to magnify it; 
—_ as regards any comparison that is made, it is less bad than was the case." 
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Impossible Cover © 


The prime minister quite simply demands an intellectual revolution in the trade unions. 
He is fully convinced that we lack a trade union strategy to implement in times of 
crisis. "You cannot continue to act solely and exclusively in defense of employed 
workers when a large section of the working class is unemployed," and over 800,000 young 
people have not yet been able to find their first jobs. You cannot continue to talk 
about “established rights" when it is necessary to share out what there is. The prime 
minister made it very clear: "Financial cover for all the unemployed is impossible, and 
everyone knows that Spain cannot afford it," especially if corruption and crookedness 
remain at current levels. The prime minister complained that the trade unions increas- 
ingly represent the employed more, while the unemployed receive less and less solidarity. 
He is also surprised that the trade unions have not so far put forward a serious and 
realistic plan to combat youth unemployment. 


Nor are employers equal to the circumstances: Despite saying that they are opposed to 
unemployment and struggling against it, the truth is that if they can dismiss workers 

to secure greater profits, they will do so without further ado. The prime minister 
pointed out that a certain inflationary mentality still persists; and what was previously 
so important to employers, such as the struggle against inflation, is less so now. As 
was seen in this year's collective bargaining, they have preferred to increase wages 
above what was foreseen in order to have no conflict within their enterprises. He 
detects a severe mental paralysis, and pointed out that Spanish Confederation of 
Employers’ Organizations Chairman Ferrer Salat, who is now tempted by political action, 
was saying in 1978 that Spanish industry had 10 years’ adjustment left in order to enter 
the Common Market without traumas, and 6 years later he still says the same thing. 


Despite what some bankers and employers say, Felipe Gonzalez said that 1983 was not a © 
wasted year. Exports, the increase in the GDP, and the struggle against inflation were 
accomplished despite the catastrophic predictions which were being made and which the 

prime minister now recalled. Things were accomplished and progress was made in 

reorganizing the white goods sector, which is proceeding well. The reorganization of 

special steels is virtually complete, which does not mean, "far from it, that I am 
satisified with what has ben done; a good deal of time has been lost, which must now 

be made up." He acknowledged that mistakes have been made, but the important thing is 

that government and society now know "what happens if the reorganization is not carried 

out and how people react if we carry it out." 


He said that perhaps the worst mistake was to have attempted to do too many things at 
once; and he acknowledged that in the reorganization the government has changed -- as 
far as public is concerned -- from being public administrators to being employers. He 
refused to acknowledge that it has acted arrogantly; he believes that this term has 
been confused with telling the truth. He complained of the lack of cooperation on 
state matters thati the government receives from the opposition, and the fact that an 
attempt is being made to have people believe that the Socialists have created all 
problems. "It sometimes gives the impression that we founded the National Institute of 
Industry." 


Sagunto Crucial 


Concerning Sagunto [iron and steel plant] matters are very clear. The government will 
not budge an inch, and Jose Maria Lucia's dismissal is in line with this policy of 
recovering lost authority. Sagunto is much more than a labor problem; it is a political, 
social, and economic problem. There was a reluctance to act decisively from the outset, 
in the belief that a backdown would occur which would make it possible to settle the 
problem in an orderly manner. There was a reluctance to use repressive methods, 

perhaps as a reaction against the past, but now all avenues have been explored and it is 
necessary to respond. 
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@ far no public enterprise has been allowed to suspend payments or go bankrupt, but 
rhaps it is now becoming time for this to happen: for "a public enterprise to go 
bankrupt so that the state does not go bankrupt.” 


Workers Commissions and UGT 


He complained of the Workers Commissions’ attitude, and said that it is adopting the 
toughest stance of all European trade unions. For instance, in France, where the 
adjustment is much tougher, the Communist trade unions are being more moderate. He 
believes that the internal splits, connected with the splits within the PCE, are causing 
the Workers Commissions to be a great deal tougher toward a Socialist governmert than it 
has been with any other government. He believes that some sectors wish to reach an 
agreement and seek a solution to the crisis, and the government will continue to attempt 
to find that agreement. The government is prepared to seek a national economic 
agreement, but cne prime minister would only meet with the social interlocutors if in 

a prior sounding “we detect a desire for agreement." 


With the General Workers Union [UGT], relations are fairly fluid and sometimes tense. The 
Socialist trade union understands the policy that the government is attempting to 
implement, but it sometimes cannot support it as a trade union. The choice between what 
it is advisable to do for the sake of the state and the defense of specific interests is 
what determines these relations. Gonzalez believes that the UCT should influence the 
strategy of not dissociating trade union interests from national interests. 


In this connection Felipe Gonzalez believes that agreements are sometimes achieved that 
are magnificent from the trade union viewpoint, as could have happened in the case of 
the naval agreement in 1978, but that are catastrophic for the nation's interests. "The 

vernment is prepared to negotiate everything, as long as the economic policy is not 

istorted." He said that he prefers no agreement to an agreement that does not help 
resolve the problems confronting the country; the government cannot relinquish responsi- 
bilities such as reducing the inflation differential with the OECD countries, "which we 
have not yet done," and controlling the public deficit. 


Collective bargaining during this year, he believes, has been a lesson to everyone: 
government, trade unions, and employers. He said that some people believed that since 
the only year when wages increased below prices was 1979, which was the only year when 
a framework agreement was not signed, this was going to be repeated. "I never believed 
it," he said, since he believed that this was due essentially to the fact that in 1979 
inflation was very high and this was feasible, but insofar as the consumer price index 
is falling, this cannot be achieved. 


Asked whether the disenchantment among Socialist voters is not because the government is 
constantly asking for sacrifices from the workers alone, yet is unable to show results, 
the prime minister replied that this is untrue, since cash ratios have increased 
appreciably this year; he said that the banks must pay the money which has been used in 
the reorganization of the financial system, but what they cannot do is to squeeze 
employers with no profits. 


He acknowledged the government has perhaps responded excessively to the accusations 
leveled against it by the opposition with overly technical arguments, and it would be 
desirable to raise the tone of ideological response. Felipe Gonzalez was emphatic in 
asserting that "we do not know how to communicate what we are doing,” although he 
believes that sooner or later it will be known, because history does not deceive. 
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Outstanding Issues © 


The prime minister is aware of the problems that he still has left to resolve, such as 
the reorganization of shipping, the overhaul of public enterprises, whose losses cannot 
be controlled, the reform of a “hypertrophies" pensions system, wage restraint, making 
the whole production system flexible, and so forth... He said that the problems will be 
resolved “piecemeal,” because there is not a sufficient degree of awareness to support a 
specific policy resolutely. But this neither depresses nor discourages him, because he 
knows “that there are no miraculous solutions." 


MILITARY PERSONNEL REFORM BILL GOES TO COMMITTEE 
LD061403 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 0600 GMT 6 Apr 84 


{Excerpts} Last night the bill on Army personnel, presented and defended in Congress by 
Defense Minister Narciso Serra, got through its first reading in parliament. The votes 
of the Socialists were enough to give the go-ahead to a bill fully contested by the 
opposition. 


In spite of the amendments submitted when it was referred back to the government, the 
bill on Army personnel now moves on tothe next corresponding stage in the Congress of 
Deputies, namely, the committee stage, and will then go back to the [word indistinct]. 


The defense minister gave some explanations and promised to give further explanations 
behind closed doors for reasons of security. According to the draft law, our Army will 
pass from a territorial to an operational deployment; the units making up the service 
will be modernized; support for the force will be transformed into an effective service 
functioning normally and in keeping with modern methods; and the numbers in the ranks 
will be in the ratio of five for every 1,000 members of the population. Thus, the ranks 
will consist of 195,000 men. 


{Begin Serra recording] They will be distributed mainly in 5 divisions incorporating 11 
brigades plus 3 other independent brigades together with the garrisons of Ceuta, Melilla, the 
Balearics and the Canaries, with a general reserve nucleus which will contain highly 
specialized units. [end recording] 


The 195,000 men will be led by 35,200 officers and noncommissioned officers, which means 
a reduction of 6,500. The posts most affected by the reduction will be those of 
lieutenant general, which will suffer a 4l-percent reduction, and those of colonel, which 
will be reduced by 40 percent. [he smallest reduction will be made in the post of 
noncommissioned officers which will be reduced by 6 percent. The Army personnel 


plan will be applied over a 6-year period. 
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SKP CHAIRMAN EXPECTS CONTINUED MAJORITY SUPPORT 





PM061045 Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET in Swedish 3 Apr 84 pl 
(Unattributed report: “Fair Wind for Kajanoja"] 


([Text] The outcome of the Finnish Communist Party's election of delegates to the 20th 
party congress was as expected, with the majority achieving 196 delegates and the 
minority 15. 


Even though the majority-minority split was expected, three districts have attracted 
special interest. Kainuu, Oulu, and Satakunta are the districts that will probably 
decide the future of the SKP. It is mainly from these 3 districts that the 23 dele- 
gates which present Chairman Jouko Kajanoja needs for reelection are expected to come. 


Kajanoja is considered to have the support of the minority, but in addition, he also 

needs the support of 23 delegates on the majority side for reelection. Kajancja sup- 

porters were yesterday counting on a satisfactory majority for the current chairman. 
SWEDEN 


ARMED FORCES CHIEF SAYS SUB SEARCH ‘FAILURE' 





PM061155 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 5 Apr 84 p 6 
q tmecams TELEGRAMBYRA report: "Submarine Hunt a Failure") 


[Text] Swedish Armed Forces Commander in Chief General Lennart Ljung has confirmed 
that the Karlskrona submarine hunt must be viewed as a failure. 


No tangible evidence in the form of equipment has been found during the investigations 
of the seabed in the Karlskrona basin. 


The commander in chief told TIDNINGARNAS TELEGRAMBYRA that he can understand that the 
general public and Armed Forces officers have now begun to doubt Sweden's submarine 
hunt capacity. 


“However, we must explain that it is impossible to increase our submarine hunt capacity 
from very low to very high in 1 year. We are acquiring new equipment the whole time 
and by this summer we will be even better," the commander in chief said. 


Investigations of the seabed off Karlskrona will continue for another few months. 
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VISITING BAHRAINI AMIR DISCUSSES GULF WAR 9 
GFO90502 Manama GULF DAILY NEWS in English 9 Apr 84 p 2 


{Text} H.H. the amir, Shaykh ‘Isa ibn Salman Al Khalifah hopes that his tulks with 
British leaders will contribute to a settlement of the Iran-Iraq war. 


"In our discussions, we hope that we shall be able to formulate new ideas which will 
contribute to the settlement of the dispute between Iran and Iraq,” he said in written 
answers to questions submitted by REUTERS. 


He said Bahrain had been affected as much as any other Gulf state by the three and-a-half 
years war. 


"It threatens peace and security in the whole region, retards economic development in the 
area and invites foreign power rivalry," he added. 


The amir, who will have talks with British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, also said: 


“We expect Britain and other West European countries to play a greater role in trying to 
resolve the Middle East problen. 


"We call upon EEC countries to exert pressure on Israel in order to comply with relevant 
UN resolutions aimed at reaching a just and lasting solution of the problen." 


The amir said the Gulf war was "a source of instability for trade and economic confidence" 
and Bahrain had been affected “as much as any nearby state in the region." 


Bahrain and Britain could both “contribute in different ways in the creation of a suit- ® 
able atmosphere for a peaceful resolution of the conflict, acceptable to both parties 
through negotiations,” he said. 

The amir commended "Iraq's willingness to end the war and start negotiations." 


Asked how he viewed the Islamic revolution in Iran, he said: "Bahrain respects the 
wishes of any nation in choosing its form of government. 


"It abides by the provisions of the United Nations Charter and does not intervene in the 
internal affairs of other nations. 


"Bahrain expects that other nations respect its national integrity and sovereignty." 


The amir said world economic recession and inflation, along with the Gulf war, had had a 
detrimental effect on Bahrain's economy. 


The aim of Bahrain and its five Gulf Cooperation Council partners was "to promote the 
closest possible ties among member states, particularly in the political and economic 
fields." 


The six had learned from experience of the European Community that economic cooperation 
could be used to further cooperation in other fields, the amir saia. 
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had recently approved a unified economic agreement and further steps would be taken 
promote cooperation in various fields, including defence, industrialisation, planning, 
agriculture and education. 


The amir said his visit to Britain, in return for avisit to Bahrain by Queen Eleizabeth 
in 1979, was to further promote the strong and friendly relations existing between the 
two countries and expand cooperation. 


This was particluarly so in the economic and development fields and in the use of British 
expertise. 


There are an estimated 8,000 Britons in Bahrain, which achieved full independence from 
Britain in 1971. 


Bilateral trade exchanges total about BD 100 million annually, according to British 
sources, 


HOWE INTERVIEWED ON RELATIONS WITH BAHRAIN 
GFO90455 Manama GULF DAILY NEWS in English 9 Apr 84 p 2 


{Interview with Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe by unidentified GULF DAILY NEWS 
correspondent in London — date not given] 


[Text] [Question] History has engendered a special relationship between Britain and 
Bahrain over the years. As the Gulf Cooperation Council closes ranks, is this special 
relationship being diluted? 


Answer) I am very glad that we have maintained the close relationship which dates back 
beyond the days when the British Residency was based in Bahrain. We also have good 
relations with the other Gulf states. 


The very welcome formation of the Gulf Cooperation Council [GCC], far from diluting our 
relations with Bahrain, adds another dimension to then. 


[Question] Britain has slipped down the ladder of Bahrain's major trading partners. Is 
this an irreversible decline, or are any initiatives likely to counter this? 


[Answer] The figures show that, in the years immediately after the end of our special 
treaty relationship with Bahrain in 1971, Britain slipped down the league table. But 
in the last few years we have regained some lost ground. 


Despite strong competition, we are still one of Bahrain's leading trading partners — in 
1982 we had a 24 per cent share of the Bahraini market, selling goods worth 152m pounds 
(BD 82m). We are always keen to improve our position further. 


[Question] What do you think of the uncertainty created by the Gulf war? 

[Answer] No-one can doubt the seriousness of the situation. The war between Iran and 
Iraq poses serious risks for the region of the Gulf, the Middle East and for 
international peace and stability. 


The future security of the Gulf clearly depends on finding a peaceful solution. We have 
_— the UN secretary-general's efforts. 
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I hope that both Iran and Iraq will agree to comply with Security Council resolutions 
and to listen very seriously to the numerous appeals addressed to them by the interna- 
tional community. 


[Question] Bahrain is among the world's smaller nations. Does this diminish its 
importance in Britain's eyes? Does Britain feel countries like Bahrain have any signifi- 
cant role to play on the world stage? 


[Answer] Although small in size, Bahrain occupies an important position in an extremely 
sensitive area of the world. We have always valued our exchanges of view with HE Shaykh 
Mubarak, and have found his insights most valuable. 


[Question] The GCC has given this part of the world much greater ‘clout’ than was 
imagined when it was first mooted. Does Britain welcome or view with alarm such power- 
blocs? 


{Answer} As members of the European Community, we appreciate the many advantages of 
regional groupings of like-minded nations. We believe the GCC can make a major contri- 
bution to the stability and prosperity of the region. 


[Question] Bahrain and its neighbours often complain about being misunderstood abroad, 
especially by those in power. Even Britons living in the Gulf often have trouble coming 
to terms with a totally alien approach to life, politics and problems of the region. 

Can you always, in your dealings, be sure you are working from a sound grasp of ‘the 
Arab way' of doing things? 


[Answer] There is always the risk of misunderstanding between peoples of different 
cultures, traditions and history, but Britain's links with the Arab world, and with the 
Gulf in particular, go back many years. I believe that Britain and Bahrain have been 
more successful than many other countries in coming to understand each other's ways. 


PAKDEMIRLI MEETS WITH TURKISH OFFICIALS IN LONDON 





TAO81629 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1440 GMT 8 Apr 84 


[Text] London, 8 Apr (AA) — The Turkish prime minister's under secretary for foreign 
trade and the treasury, Ekrem Pakdemirli, said in London that Turkey would continue to 
request foreign loans in order to close her balance of payments deficits. After meeting 
in London with Turkish trade and finance counselors stationed in European capitals, 
Pakdemirli said he did not expect any difficulties in obtaining needed loans from inter- 
national finance organizations. The loans would be earmarked for particular projects 
or sectors, he added. 


Pakdemirli said he had briefed trade and finance officers on Turkey's new foreign trade 
regulations. He announced all new decrees or circulars concerning foreign economic 
relations issued by the Turkish Government will be translated into four other 

languages (English, French, German and Arabic), and distributed to interested organiza- 
tions and firms abroad. Pakdemirli and his deputy Tevfik Altinok leave for Washington 
Sunday to attend the session of the IMF interim committee and the World Bank committee 
on development. 


Turkey's trade counselor to Brussels, Erol Tumay, had suffered a heart attack during the 
conference in London and was under treatment at the intensive care unit of Westminster 
Hospital's cardiology department, Pakdemirli confirmed. 
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Guta REITERATES CALL FOR PRESSURE ON TURKS 





NC061451 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 1400 GMT 6 Apr 84 


[Text] President Kiprianou has said the government and the Greek Cypriot side are 
waiting for the Turkish side's official reply to the new efforts undertaken by UN 
Secretary General Perez de Cuellar toward ending the Cyprus deadlock before deciding 
on their next step. President Kiprianou added, however, that all statements and 
reports to date indicate that the position of the Turkish side will once again be 
negative. 


President Kiprianou made the statement during today's ceremonies for the presentation 
of credentials by new Belgian Ambassador Count Luis Cornet d'Elzius and new New Zealand 
High Commissioner Doland Geoffrey Harper. 


The president reiterated that Cyprus will continue to pursue a peaceful solution to 

the Cyprus issue in accordance with the UN resolutions. He added that in its strugggle, 
Cyprus relies greatly upon international support. It is of the utmost importance, he 
underlined, at this critical moment for the international community to intensify the 
necessary pressure so that the Turkish side will totally abandon the idea of division 
and its expansionist and partitionist plans against Cyprus. 


KIPRIANOU: REASONABLE TIME FOR TURKS ‘EXPIRED' 
NCO81117 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 1030 GMT 8 Apr 84 


[Text] President Kiprianou has stated that the reasonable time limit which the 

rkish side has been accorded has expired. He said it is no longer possible under 

y pretext to tolerate the filibustering tactics and obvious attempt for new compli- 
cations. President Kiprianou said the government will await the Turkish side's official 
answer to the UN secretary general's proposal before making decisions on the next 

steps to be taken on our side. 






Speaking at the unveiling ceremony of the bust of hero Dhimitrakis Papamiltiadhis at 
Ayia Marina [of Xyliatos in Nicosia district], the president said no one has the 

right any longer to have any doubt about the Turkish side's plans and true intentions. 
He said: Having a full sense of our responsibilities, we will make the appropriate 
decisions and we will place everyone before their responsibilities. Kiprianou stressed 
that everyone must contribute decisively toward the prevalence of justice. He went on: 
We cannot accept the view that the international community, either as a whole or as 
powers on which Turkey actually depends, is unable to influence Turkey about something 
that is absolutely in agreement with their own declarations. 


The republic's president also stressed that various quarters should stop hoping that 
we will make more concessions under the burden of unfavorable facts and the strength of 
Turkish blackmailing policy. He went on: Those concessions that we have already made 
have reached the limits of safety and have remained without any value or response. At 
the same time, Kiprianou said the Cyprus issue is neither a question of details nor a 
question of disagreements over matters of secondary importance. He added: On the 
one side, there is the Turkish side's expansionist and partitionist designs and, on 
the other side, it is our struggle for a truly free, independent, sovereign, united, 
and nonaligned Cyprus. President Kiprianou concluded: We shall not abandon this 
struggle. The message we are sending out in all directions is that with firmess, 
esponsibility, decisiveness, and a sense of our historic responsibilities, we shall 
@ontinue to struggle for our homeland in the conviction that justice will prevail. 
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Earlier, President Kiprianou attended the memorial service for Papamiltiadhis which was 
officiated by Bishop Khrisanthos of Morphou. The inhabitants of Ayia Marina and 
neighboring communities accorded a warm welcome to President Kiprianou. 


SOVIET ENVOY TO ANKARA PRESENTS AIDE-MEMOIRE 





NCO70623 Nicosia O FILELEVTHEROS in Greek 7 Apr 84 p 12 


[Text] According to a dispatch in the Athens newspaper ETHNOS, Moscow has made a new 
representation to the Turks on the Cyprus issue. 


Athens ETHNOS reports: According to disclosures by diplomatic sources in Nicosia, 
following instructions the Soviet ambassador in Ankara called at the Foreign Ministry 
and submitted to the officials there an aide-memoire calling on the Turkish Government 
to exercise all its influence on Denktas for him to respond positively to the proposals 
submitted by UN Secretary General Perez de Cuellar. 


At the same time, the Turkish ambassador in Moscow was summoned to the Soviet Foreign 
Ministry and the same issue was raised with hin. 


IAKOVOU RETURNS FROM CAIRO, BUCHAREST VISITS 
NCO80714 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 0700 GMT 8 Apr 84 


[Text] Foreign Minister Lakovou returned from his visits to Egypt and Romania late 

last night. During his visits, he held talks with the governments of the two countries. 
Iakovou also conveyed personal messages from President Kiprianou to Egyptian President 
Mubarak and Romanian President Ceausescu. 9 


During Iakovou's meeting with the Egyptian president, it was decided to restore 
Cypriot-Egyptian diplomatic relations in the near future. Diplomatic relations have 
been severed for the past 6 years. 


SPOKESMAN COMMENTS ON ILAKOVOU-HOLGER MEETING 
NCO91052 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 1030 GMT 9 Apr 84 


[Text] Foreign Minister Iakovou today met with Holger, the deputy of the UN secretary 
general's special representative in Cyprus. The government spokesman stated that the 
subject of the meeting was the expiration of the deadline for the Turkish sides's 
submission of its reply to the UN secretary general's proposals and generally to the 
problem as it appears at present. 


The government, the spokesman added, is carefully studying the situation and its 
next steps, taking into consideration possible developments, whatever these may be. 


Furthermore, the government spokesman recalled in his statement that President 
Kiprianou, in his speech yesterday at Ayia Marina Xyliatos, stressed that the rewarding 
of the Turkish side for its stalling and procrastination will not be permitted. 
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= REPORT HOUSE DEBATE ON MNF FACILITIES 





NCO061025 [Editorial Report] With the exception of the progovernment I ELEVTHEROTIPIA 
and independent 0 FILELEVTHEROS dailies, the other Nicosia Greek-language papers of 

6 April give some coverage to the 5 April House of Representatives debate on the 
question “the use of Cypriot territory for hostile activities against friendly neigh- 
boring people," which was submitted by the leftist AKEL party. 


Independent daily 0 AGON carries an approximately 500-word front-page report citing 
the AKEL secretary general denouncing the government decision to grant facilities 

to the multinational force in Lebanon and criticizing Foreign Minister Iakovou 

and government spokesman Khristofidhis for their recent statements on the issue. 
Referring to the government spokesman's statement the AKEL leader said: 
"Khristofidhis has told us that no country protested against granting the 

facilities to the multinational force. How does Khristofidhis know this? I 
challenge him to approach the Syrian ambassador in Cyprus and ask him if his country 
made any protest or not. I challenge him to approach and ask ambassadors of 

other Arab countries whether they protested or not." 


The pro-DISI daily I SIMERINI deals with the issue in an approximately 350-word 
back-page report citing excerpts from the House address by DISI Deputy Manolis 
Khristofidhis who, among other things, said that "we, the DISI, believe that in the 
anxious efforts by the international community for peace and the salvation of 
Lebanon, Cyprus’ contribution has been positive and great and its role has 

been serious, friendly, and responsible. With its contribution and role in the 
banese affair, Cyprus has served the true interests of its people both from the 
hort- and long-term points of view." The report further cites the DISI deputy 
strongly criticizing AKEL's attitude on the issue, which could very well "serve 
foreign insterests," and noting that "Cyprus' contribution was officially requested 
by all parties concerned but, above all, it was requested by the legitimate 
Government of Lebanon, and this alone is enough." 







The AKEL daily KHARAVYI also carries an approximately 850-word back-page report 

on the debate mainly citing excerpts from AKEL Secretary General Papaioannou's 

address refuting the positions taken by both the government side and DISI deputies. 
After rejecting the DISI deputy's claims that the multinational force operation in 
Lebanon was humanitarian by noting the heavy bombing and ‘Milan’ rocket attacks against 
Lebanon, the AKEL leader goes on to say that “here there is a serious question of a 
moral-political nature. An agreement was signed with four NATO countries without the 
republic's foreign minister, who was present at the House Foreign Affairs Committee 
discussion on the issue (Khristofidhis was also present), bei. -n a position to brief 
us on ‘who made the decision on this agreement.’ All that the foreign minister 

could tell us was that the decision was made by a ministerial committee." 

Papaioannou goes on to wonder how such a serious decision could be made when "we 

know very well -- and this has been also admitted by the foreign minister -- that 
weapons, not medicines or foodstuffs, were transported through Larnaca Airport 

and port, as he himself admitted at least in two cases," adding that "it is 

well knownthat such ‘facilities’ were not granted by Greece or even Natoite Turkey." 


The EDEK paper TA NEA reports the House debate on the issue by merely carrying on 
its back page the approximately 600-word text of party Chairman Lissaridhis' 
statement which was read at the House session by EDEK Deputy Katsounotos. 
issaridhis' statement condemns the Israeli aggression and genocide in Lebanon and 
otes that "under the constant camouflage of an allegedly multinational force, the 
U.S. military forces unleashed an open attack against the patriotic forces 

of Lebanon." 
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After explaining why Cyprus as a nonaligned country also struggling for its unity and © 
independence should not have adopted this stance on the Lebanese affair, the statement 
further holds the government responsible for “granting such facilities to this multi- 
national force which threatens both Lebanon and Syria at the same time." Lissaridhis' 
statement concludes by stressing that "the House of Representatives has the right to 

be informed of all the facts and it has to attribute general responsibility to the 
government and individual responsibility to those who are particularly involved in this 
decision," and express2s the hope that the appropriate process would be developed so 

that similar decisions are not made in the future without the House of Representative's 
consent. 


O AGON Correction 
NCO70611 Nicosia O AGON in Greek 7 Apr 84 p 10 


{Text] Concerning the issue of the Cyprus Government's facilities to the multinational 
force, AKEL Secretary General Ezekias Papaioannou's fire was directed against DISI 
Deputy Manolis Khristofidhis and not against government spokesman Andreas Khristofidhis 
as we inadvertently reported yesterday. In any event, the fact remains that 
Papaioannou strongly criticized the government for providing the facilities. 


GANDHI SENDS MESSAGE OF SUPPORT TO KIPRIANOU 


NCO71424 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 1400 GMT 7 Apr 84 





(Text] In a message to President Kiprianou, Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi 

reiterated her country's consistent support of his efforts to preserve Cyprus’ 9 
independence, territorial integrity, and sovereignty. In the message she sent to the 
president while she was flying over Cyprus, the Indian prime minister also assured that 

the friendly bilatersi relations of cooperation will continue to be broadened to the 

mutual benefit of the two countries’ people. 


In his reply message, President Kiprianou expressed Cyprus’ grateful thanks for 
India's consistent and valuable support of its just cause. He also stated that the 
Cyprus Government and people vividly recall the Indian prime minister's recent visit 
to the island, and stressed that he looks forward to the strengthening of the friendly 
relations and cooperation between the two countries. 


TRADE DELEGATION LEAVES FOR CZECHOSLOVAKIA 








NC061051 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 1030 GMT 6 Apr 84 


[Text] A trade delegation headed by Commerce Minister Andreou left for Czechoslovakia 
today to negotiate the signing of a trade protocol between the two countries and the 
renewal of the Cyprus-CSSR economic agreement. 


In Prague, the commerce minister will inaugurate the opening of a trade center in 
Czechoslovakia following a Council of Ministers’ decision. Andreou will also visit 
the Consumers International Fair, in which Cyprus is participating with a pavilion. 
During his stay in Czechoslovakia, Andreou will also hold meetings with the CSSR 
foreign trade minister and other officials. 
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COMMENTS ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 





NCO72040 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 1900 GMT 7 Apr 84 


[Excerpts] Intericc and Defense Minister Veniamin paid a visit to the communities of 
Dhromolaxia, Meneou, Tersephanou, Kitiou, and Perivolia as well as the settlements in 
these communities. Problems of the communities and settlements were discussed at 
meetings where Veniamin presided. 


Referring to the current developments in the Cyprus issue, Veniamin stated that the 
constructive proposals submitted by President Kiprianou could lead to a solution if 
there was a response and good will from the other side. 


Regarding the defense issue, Veniamin reiterated that our intention is not to attack 
Turkey, but at the same time we are not prepared to fatalistically accept extortion 
and intimidation from Turkey. 


With regard to democratic cooperation, Veniamin stated that President Kiprianou and 
the government have the will and intention to continue this cooperation so that it may 
have the salvation results so necessary and imperative for our country. 


PAPAIOANNOU REAFFIRMS SUPPORT FOR UN EFFORTS 





NCO081123 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 1030 GMT 8 Apr 84 


{[Text] Ceremonies in memory of trade unionists Kostas Misiaoulis and Dervis Kavazoglou, 
oe” were murdered by Turkish terrorists in 1965, were held today in Nicosia and Dhali. 


Speaking at the commemorative service for the two trade unionists in Dhali, AKEL 
Secretary General Papaioannou said, among other things, that his party will continue 
to support the UN secretary general's efforts because it believes that this is the 
best way to open the road toward a mutually acceptable solution to the Cyprus issue. 
Papaioannou added that if in the end Turkish Cypriot leader Denktas' reply to the UN 
secretary general's proposal would be such as not to help the UN secretary general to 
proceed any further a golden opportunity to end the dangerous impasse will have been 
lost. 


At the same time, Papaioannou said AKEL will continue to support the correct line and 
tactics for a Cyprus solution that were worked out by the National Council under 
Ethnarch Makarios' chairmanship and that are included in the UN resolutions and 
summit agreements. 


DENKTAS COMMENTS ON KIPRIANOU REMARKS ON PRESSURE 








TAO71232 (Clandestine) Bayrak Radio in English to Cyprus 1115 GMT 7 Apr 84 


[Text] The president of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, Mr Rauf Denktas, 
has said unity of Cyprus, whose sovereignty belongs to two communities, may be possible 
only through acceptance by the Greek Cypriot administration of the co-founder 
partnership status of the Turkish Cypriot people. The president was commenting on 
the speech which the Greek Cypriot leader, Mr Kiprianou, delivered when he received 
the ambassadors of Belgium and New Zealand. He said: So long as the Greek Cypriot 
administration, under the title of Cyprus Government which it has usurped, told lies 
©: the world and denied and rejected the Turkish Cypriots and presented them as a 

re minority, Mr Kiprianou cannot claim that he is in favor of unifying the island. 
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The president pointed outthat Turkey prevented Greek occupation of the island in 1974 © 
and brought peace to the island as well as [words indistinct] life to the Turkish 

Cypriots. Unless, said President Denktas, Mr Kirpianou sees this simple fact, 

(2?considers) the 1975 population exchange as valid, and confirms that he is in favor of 
bizonal federation as envisaged by the 1977 summit accord, nobody will believe his word 
that he has been trying for the unification of Cyprus. President Denktas said: Mr 
Kiprianou's efforts for the last 20 years to turn Cyprus into a Greek island and the 
bicommunal administration in the island into a Greek Cypriot administration had produced 

a divisive, rather than a unifying result. 


The president added that to see Mr Kiprianou tread the same path and be resolute to do 
so was not promising for the future. 


ERTEKUN RAPS GREEK-GREEK CYPRIOT EMBARGO 





TA061219 (Clandestine) Bayrak Radio in English to Cyprus 1115 GMT 6 Apr 84 


[Text] The minister for foreign affairs and defense, Mr Ertekun, has said that the 
refusal of the Greek Government to grant an entry visa to Mr Orhan Birgit, 


the director general of the HURRIYET Trust, to attend a cultural meeting in Athens 

on the grounds that Mr Birgit had earlier visited the Turkish Republic of Northern 

Cyprus was a fresh example of the inhuman embargo imposed by Greeks and Greek Cypriots 
against the Turkish Cypriot people. Mr Ertekun recalled that the Greek Cypriot 
administration's hostile attitude in collaboration with the Greek Government had 

been displayed on numerous occasions in the past and foreign visitors had been pre- 

vented from coming to north Cyprus. The objective had always been to subjugate 

and destroy the Turkish Cypriot people through the use of an ecomomic embargo. 9 


Mr Ertekun noted with deep regret that the Greek Government had used the same unjustified 
means to keep Mr Birgit away from a cultural meeting in Athens. It was particularly 
unfortunate that Greece had chosen to show her hostility at a time when the United 
Nations secretary general was making intensive efforts to find a solution to the problems 
separating the two peoples in the island. The insistence of the Greek and Greek Cypriot 
administrations to continue their economic embargo against the Turkish Cypriot people 
clearly exposed those who were against a just and lasting peace in Cyprus. Mr Ertekun 
appealed to world public opinion and to the international organization once more to 

take note of this. 
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@iaro SECRETARY GENERAL CONCLUDES CONTACTS, DEPARTS 





Meets Evren, Defense Officials 
TAO61259 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1000 GMT 6 Apr 84 


[Text] NATO Secretary General Juseph Luns, who will retire in June, has paid several 
farewell visits in Ankara. This morning Luns called on Chief of General Staff General 
Necdet Urug where he was received with a military ceremony. He conferred with Urug for 
some time. Deputy Chief of General Staff General Necip Toruntay was present at the 
meeting. Later Luns called on National Defense Minister Zeki Yavuzturk and conferred 
with him for some time. National Defense Ministry Under Secretary General Husnu 
Celenkler was present at the meeting. Luns then went to the Foreign Ministry where he 
met with Foreign Minister Vahit Halefoglu. 


President Kenan Evren later received Luns at the Cankaya Mansion, where Evren presented 
Luns the presidential shield for his success in office. He also presented Luns with 

an album on Turkey. Evren said that since 1971 Luns has carried out his duties as 

NATO secretary general with great efficiency. Noting the difficulty in working in inter- 
national organizations, Evren stated that Luns' 13 years of service is a sign of his 
impartial execution of his duties. Luns said that he has always greatly admired Turkey 
and noted Turkey's very significant geographical position in the world. Halefoglu was 
also present at the meeting. Luns will leave Turkey tomorrow. 


Comments on U.S. Senate Decision 
— Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1600 GMT 7 Apr 84 


[Text] Ankara, 7 Apr (AA) -- Mr Joseph Luns, the outgoing secretary general of the 
Western alliance, said Friday here that although Turkey made important strides in her 
quest of democracy, certain countries steadfastly ignored these steps. He said the 
Turkish people demonstrated its dedication to democracy in the recent local elections. 


In an exclusive interview with the ANATOLIA NEWS AGENCY before flying back to Brussels 
after a week-long stay in Turkey, Mr. Luns refused to make a direct comment on Turkey- 
U.S. relations in the aftermath of a congressional committee's decision to tie grant 
aid to this NATO member country to concessions on Cyprus. He however said that he 
believed both countries should abide by their mutual commitments. He also said the 
Reagan administration did not approve of the congressional action. In election years, 
the U.S. Congress usually took decisions that ran contrary to the pronounced policies 
of the White House. 


In reply to a question on the possible role of Turkey in the case of an American inter- 
vention in the Middle East, Mr. Luns said such an intervention would be strictly an 
American affair. "This will not be binding on the alliance, and Turkey will have to 
make her own decisions,” he said. The NATO secretary general praised the Turkish Army 
for its discipline, but added it needed modern armaments to fulfill Turkey's NATO 
obligations. On the question of Cyprus, Mr. Luns said if he could produce a solution, 
he would be nominated for the Nobel peace prize. 


Departs Ankara for Istanbul 
TAO71047 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1000 GMT 7 Apr 84 


NATO Secretary General Joseph Luns has concluded his contacts in Ankara and has 
left for Istanbul. In a statement at Ankara's Esenboga Airport before his departure, 
Luns said that his visit to Turkey -- the NATO meeting in Cesme and his contacts in 
Ankara -- were very satisfactory for him. He expressed his pleasure at enjoying 
Turkish hospitality one more time. 
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Foreign Minister Vahit Halefoglu, who saw Luns off at the airport, noted that Luns dis- © 
played great interest in Turkey's problems. Luns will leave Istanbul tomorrow. 


Meanwhile, in a statement to ANATOLIA, Luns said that the Turkish Army is a large, dis- 
ciplined army and has a very important place within the NATO defense system. Pointing 
out that the Turkish Army needs more modern weapons, Luns added that the United States, 
the FRG, and the Ne. 1erlands have decided to extend direct military aid to Turkey. 


Makes Statement, Departs Country 
TAO81649 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1600 GMT 8 Apr 84 


[Text] NATO Secretary General Joseph Luns ended his contacts and left Turkey today. In 
a statement a: Istanbul's Yesilkoy Airport before his departure, Luns said that he was 
touched with the hospitality shown to him during his visit. Luns was seen off by Turkey's 
permanent representative to NATO, Osman Olcay, and by Istanbul Governor Nevzat Ayaz. 


Luns, who will hand over his duties as NATO secretary general in June, had come to 
Turkey to attend the NATO Nuclear Planning Group meeting in Cesme. After the meeting, 
he paid a series of farewell visits in Ankara. 


YAVUZTURK CONFERS WITH ITALIAN COUNTERPART IN ANKARA 





AU061954 Rome ANSA in English 1943 GMT 6 Apr 84 


[Text] (ANSA) Ankara April 6 -- Italian Defense Minister Giovanni Spadolini conferred 

here today on the prospect of an agreement with Turkey for the supply and co-production © 
of the G-222 military transport plane and other items of military hardware in a talk 

with the Turkish defense chief, Zeki Yavuzturk. 





Spadolini and Yavuzturk began their meeting after the conclusion of the spring session 
of the NATO Nuclear Planning Group, held earlier this week in the Turkish town of Cesme. 


Negotiations between Italy and Turkey in the area of military cooperation cover the 
G-222 transport, a project worth some 600 million dollars, and Fiat of Turin interest 
in building transport vehicles for tanks. 


The Italian defense minister later reported that the prospects for military cooperation 
appeared good. "We are working for co-production agreements which unite the efforts of 
our two countries and foster their economies. This is a choice which Italy has already 
exercised with other partners in the Atlantic alliance, Great Britain, France and West 


Germany”. 


Questioned on progress in his discussion with the Italian minister, the Turkish minister 
said: "We have come close to a real understanding and we feel we can reach one in the 
next few months. Our government will give total support to improving relations with 
Italy". 


For his part, Spadolini said: "My presence in Ankara in itself represents progress”. 
The press in the Turkish capital today estimated the worth of cooperation with Italy in 


this sector at two billion dollars and affirmed that the Italian G-222 transport plane 
had a competitive edge on Canada's "Buffalo". 
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@. bilateral technical contacts will be continued in the coming weeks and talks will be 
held in the mixed commission session. 


The two sides must also come to grips with the financing for their cooperation projects. 


Spadolini declared: "I have reason to believe that further discussions will establish 
conditions for the achievement of the agreement". 


Spadolini Departs 
TAO61946 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1600 GMT 6 Apr 84 


[Text] Italian Defense Minister Giovanni Spadolini completed his official talks in 
Turkey and left today. At 1430 today he met with National Defense Minister Zeki 
Yavuzturk. Ministry Under Secretary General Husnu Celenkler also attended the meeting 
where defense indust:y cooperation between the two countries was discussed. 


At a news conference held at Ankara's Esenboga Airport before departure, Spadolini said 
that his meeting with Yavuzturk focused on defense issues. He added that the two 
countries would cooperate on a technical project they have been discussing for some 
time. Spadolini said that the project was for the industrial modernization of the two 
countries. Replying to questions on the project, the Italian defense minister said that 
it would cost about $600 million and might be under way by next month. 


Asked whether Italy would sell tank carriersto Turkey, Sp@@6Tini said: As we have 
discussed with the Turkish defense minister, there is a Fiat project which is in an 
anced stage. From the economic point of view this project will be beneficial for 
industries of both countries. Spadolini was seen off at Esenboga Airport by 
Yavuzturk. 


AKIMAN: VISA DECISION ‘SIGN OF GOOD WILL" 





TAO61644 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1600 GMT 6 Apr 84 


[Text] Foreign Ministry spokesman Nazmi Akiman said that the decision to allow Greek 
citizens to visit Turkey without visas was a result of the friendship policy the Turkish 
Government sincerely wanted to pursue with Greece. 


In a statement in Ankara, Akiman said that the visa requirement had been unilaterally 
lifted as a sign of good will. He pointed out that under the new regulations, Greek 
citizens would be able to come to Turkey without obtaining a visa, adding that the new 
regulation was valid for those who come to work in Turkey, provided they obtain the 
necessary permission in advance. 


Akiman said: The decision to lift the visa requirement is a result of the frienship 
policy the Turkish Government sincerely wants to pursue with Greece, of its belief that 
tension is of no use to any country, and of its conviction that efforts must be made to 
reduce tension. 


JORDANIAN CROWN PRINCE ARRIVES ON PRIVATE VISI7i 





TAO81701 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1600 GMT 8 Apr 84 


@-) Jordanian Crown Prince Hasan arrived in Turkey today. In a statement at 
tanbul's Yesilkoy Airport, the crown prince said that he had come on a private visit. 
He said that Jordan wanted to cooperate with Turkiey in the economic field. 
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